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Lord AR C H-BIS 4 Fo 


Men it pleaſe Tor GRA 
HE Intent of this following 

| Paper is, humbly to preſent 
to our Nation, the Propoſal 
of a Thing ealy to be done; 


fand yet of the higheſt Advantage for the 
Happineſs of our Country; and which, 


chrough Your Grace's Auſpicious Influ- | 
OO Aa en 


* N Ir 


de, an 


” CI a . — 


Encouragement to my poor 
deavours, is carry d paſt Speculation, 


and proved very Feaſible, by ſuch a ſuc 


AN 2+ 
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ceſsful Beginning, even in the poore 


x. 


Province, that of Connaught ; where ſo 
many Charity-Schools are already, on a ſud- | 


den, ſet up, and more daily expected; 
| which we may well take to be a Bleſſing 

from Heaven, on the peculiar Diftrict of 
Four Grace's Archi-Epiſcopal- Jurifdi- _ 
Ction. This alone is enough to Entitle 

theſe few Pages to Your Grace's Patro- 
nage : But the Author has a much Elder 


Dependency on it, and thinks i 
Honour and Reward enoug 


Nen h, to be p 
vileged to Subſcribe 
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| himfel 


| Moſt Dutiful Chaplain, and __ | 


Mot obliged Humble Servant. 
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-EFORE 1 1. can RPE IM any very good Succeſs of 11211 is bene ordpoled, 
*(thd the evident Advantage, even to our Temporal Peace and Proſperi 
might alone ſufficiently recommend it, to all that love the Public) T 
think it neceſſary, in this Land, where all Things. are forgotten (relating to 
Charity in Almt- Deeds) firſt to jay doun ſome of the Principal Motives 


= © d fuch A Charity, without which we muſt, in a little time, be guilty of the 1 inevita- 
| ble Deſtruction of our Poſterity. 


This Subject might indeed afford juſt Matter for a Volumn; but 1 ſhall endea- 
vour to be very Brief at preſent, to make way for the following ee * 8 


ſort of Charity, to the poor Children, which no other can Equal. 


I. 1 ſnall ſhew, - that Charity in Almi-Deeds, is the moſt Fundamental Duty of 


_ Chriſtian Practice. 


II. I ſhall conſider the Extent of it, who are obliged to give, and how much they 


ſhou'd give. 
* os I ſhall Anſwer ſome ObjeQions that Coverouſneſs and Folly have raiſed againſt 


y. J ſhall ſhew, that this Duty of aur bus is the een to Kno that we 
are in the Truth of Se e | | S | | 


1. I am to ſhew and rove, That Chatity 1 in e is the 135 pt 
Duty of Chriſtian Practice: And I need not be afraid to call it Fundamental, when 


the 2 it ſelf calls it a good Foundation againſt the time to come, 1 Tim. 6. 


Va aying up in 1, for your ſelves a good Foundation againſt the time to come, which the 
erſe before calls, being rich in good Works, ready to Diſtribute, ma ing to Communicate 
o chem that are in Want) bat they may lay bold on Eternal Life, ſays * 19th Verſe. 
ay Hold - das if there were. no getting hold on't without Our Saviour 
makes it the Duty that cleanſes all Creatures to us, Luke 11. 41. Give Alms of ſuch 
Things as you have, and behold all Things are clean unto you. And 1 n Chap. 12. 33. Give 


Alms, provide your fe ekves e which wax not ** a Treaſure in the Heavens that faileth 7 | 
or 
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- Juſtice, and Truth, we are nothing, but as ſounding. Braſs, or a tinkling 


(C29 
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| for where your Treaſure ir, there will your Hearts be alſo, His Doctrine was conſtantly 


for it, he took all Occaſions to Preſs it, and he made his own Example confirm it. 
Tis plain, he made his Diſciples keep a Bag for the Poor, and Judas, who knew his 
Humour, very officiouſly found Fault with the Woman that waſted the very coſtly 
Ointment on Jeſus, that it might have been ſold for three hundred Pence, and given to the 


Poor, John 12. 5. And Chap. 13. 28. tells, that when Jeſus bade Judas, that thou doſt, 
ds quickly; no Man at the Table knew for what intent he ſpake this unto him: For ſome 


thought, becauſe Judas had the Bag, that Feſus had ſaid unto him hat he ſbou d 
give ſomething to the Poor, which proves it was his Cuſtome to do ſo. And all his 
Diſciples after him, moſt vehemently preſs the ſame Practice: St. Paul ties the very 


Juſtice of God to it, not to forget the Accepting, no more than God can be Unrigh- 


In that you have Minifired to the Saints, and yet ao Mi Her, that is, to p oor Chriſtians, 


3 


teous, Heb. 6. 10. God is not Unrighteous to enge your Work and Labour of. Love = 


for all Chriſtians Were then call'd Saints- The Piéus Dorcas; her chief and only 


Commendation given, is, that ſhe was ful of good Works, and Alms-Deeds which Ihe did, 
A 9. 36. And the very end of the Commandment is Charity, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 
I. 5. Now thei end of the Commandment is Charity. ö 5 ; 0 

And here I muſt ſpeak ſomething to the different Sences People put on Charity: 
The em put what Sence they will upon it, it muſt come under one of theſe Two 
ings, either the Love of God, or the Love of our Neighbours : And the Serip- 
ture tells us plainly, we can never know the Love of God, even in our felves (much 


 Jefs in others) but by the loving our Neighbours. No Man hath ſeen God at any time, 


ſays St. John, and if any Man ſays he loves God, and loveth not his Brother, he is a Liar. 
For. he that loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he Lowe God whom he hath not 
ſeen, 1 John 4. 20. Now if we can never know the true Love of God in our ſelves, 
but by loving our Neighbours ; and if he that loves his Neighbour moſt,” loves God 
moſt; let any one conſider who it is loves his Neighbours beſt, he that Relieves 


them, or he that does not? Charity, in ſhort,” is nothing elſe but the Love of God, 
and of our Neighbours for God's fake; and the former is known by the latter, and. 


is*compleated by it, the Love of our Neighbour eſſentially includes the Love of 
God, and infallibly perfects it. And the relieving our Neighbour's Wants (if done 


_ through the Love of God) is the ſureſt, and moſt Eſſential part of our Love to them. 


You fee then, what all Charity is at laſt in its trueſt Senſe ; tis nothing but loving 
God ſo well, as for his Sake, to do all the Good we can to others, that are his Chil. 


Aren, created in his Image, our Neighbours... our. Brethren, our Fellow-Chriſtians. 


This is the true Charity, to do all the Good we can to others; and that may be exer- 
ciſed partly to their Souls, partly to their Reputations, partly to their Families, but 


to be fure exerciſing it to their Bodies when in want, is the cleareſt Proof, that we 


are Charitable in Earneſt, for this is their preſſingeſt preſent Want, and will put us 


to moſt Coſt in Earneſt, in the Expence of our Worldly Goods. This is to Practice 


dur Love, nor in Word only, but in Deed, and in Truth: And this is the true and prin- 
cipal Love of God; provided we negle@ not our other Duties, for that will ſpoil 
all. Charity in its largeſt Sence, includes indeed our whole Duty as Chriſtians ; and 
iF we do the very beſt of thoſe Duties, and negle& the reſt, we are guilty of all. 
And in this larger univerſal Acceptation of Charity, the Apoſtles. Diſcourſe of Cha- 
rity may (if you will) be taken, 1 Cor. 13. Chap. that if we do any one, or two or 
three of the beſt Duties, and have not that Univerſal Charity, which regards our” 
whole Duty in the weightier Matters of the Law, which. our Saviour calls, Mercy, 
| - | | <4 e tinkling Cymbal. But 
indeed the Ancient Pathers, and Beſt Interpreters, do reſtrain Charity through all 
that 13th Chapter of the Corinthians only, to the true Intention of doing all the Good 
We can to others. And ſo that if we gave all our Goods to the Poor, and our Body to be 
burnt ; and that our Intention in this, was not the Good of others, and the Good of 
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Fer as much as ye did it tatheſe, ye did it unto me: And g he Curſed (to thoſe. he had: 


D 8 
| - * 3 | 
the Church; but ſome ſiniſter Humour, or the pleaſing of Men, or deſigning ſome 
Vain-Glory, it wou'd Profit us Nothing. The Apoſtle dees not Inſinuate, that ever 
ſuch a Thing was done, or likely ever to be done, that a Man ſhou'd give all his 
Goods to the Poor, and his Body to be Burnt, without Charity. But only makes a 
Suppoſition, if that were poſſible. And if it be poſſible, yet the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe 
here does not imply the Poſſibility of it, unleſs it alſo imply the Poſſibility,” that a 
Man may have he Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and all Knowleage, and 
_ have all Faith, ſo that he cou d remove Mountains, and yet have no Charity, This ſurely © 
was never ſeen, neither as ſurely was the other ever ſeen, by any thing that can be 
proved from this Chapter, or from the whole Bible, that ever any one gave all their 
Goods, to the Poor, and their Body to be Burnt, and yet had no Charity. But only 
"the Apoſtle makes a Suppoſition, as I ſaid before, that if this, and all other Things, 
cou'd be done without Charity, they wou'd Profit nothing, when they were not 
| Charitably intended for the Good of others, or the Good of the Church; Which 
ſhews how highly God prizes the Intention of doing Good to others, and the actual 
Execution of that Intention, which is all that is meant by Charity in the proper 
Senſe, as it is diſtinguiſhed from other Graces, and not implying our whole Duty. 
And ſo tis the greateſt of all other, and is ſo declared to be in the laſt Verſe of that 
Chapter, rhe greateſt. of theſe is Charity. © Nay; Charity is the very Lavery of Chriſt : 
By this: ſball all Men: know' that 9e are: my Diſciples (ſays Chriſt) if he have Love one to- 


another, John 15435. And St. Perer Charges us thus, Above all Things have fervent" 
Charity among your ſelwes, for Charity covereth the multitude of Sius, 1 Pet. 4.8. And 


St. Paul calls it, the very Bond of Perfectneſs, Above all theſe Things put on Charity, 
which 7s the:Bond of Perfectneſt, Coloſ. 3. 14. And St. James ſays, What doth it profit my 
Brethren, tho a: Man ſay he hath Faith, and hath not Works, can Eaith ſave him? James 
2. 14. Can Faith ſave him? Let them contrive to anſwer that Queſtion, that believe: 

it can. The next Words ate, F 4 Brother or a Siſter benaked, and deſtitute daily. 
Food, and une of you ſay unto. them, depart in Peace, be you warm d and fill d, notwith- 
Handing ye give them. not "thoſe Things that are needful to the Body, what doth: ite profit? 

Even N Faith, if it have not Works," is dead, ſays he, and what fort of Works it is. 
that makes Faith a Living, or ſaving Faith, - you: ſee he tells you plainly, is Almi. 

Deeds, a giving thoſe Things that are needful to the Body. And he repeats in the 
.2oth Verie; But wilt thou. knew," O vain Man, that Faith without Works, is dead: And in 
the 24th-Verſe; 2+ ſee then how that by Works a Man is: juſtified; and not by Faith only. 

For ſays the'26th Verſe, As the Body without the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is" 
Head alſo: Where Faith is compared to the lifeleſs Body, and charitable Works to- 
the Soul, that gives: all the Life. And in the iſt Chapter, 27th Verſe, he tells us, 

Pure Religion, and wndefiled:before God and the Father, is this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and 
Widows: in their Afiction, and to keep himfelf. unſpotted from the World. The expreſs. 
Works of Charity in Alm Herd:; in the firſt Place named; and: then the other Parts 
of Purity, and goodneſs of Life. And St. Paul calls this fulfilling the Law of Chriſt, 
to bear one anethers Burthens, Galac. 6. 2. Bear qe one anot hers Burt hene, and ſo fulfit 

the Law f/ Cbhrin And this Charity to the Poor, has the peculiar name of Righteouſe.: 
neſt affix d to it, as 2 Cor. 9. 9. He hath diſperſed abroad, he hat h given to the Poor, his 
Righteouſneſs enduret hi far ever: And the ſame Name is given it, Dan. 4. 27. Break of 
Jour Sins by. Righteouſneſs, your Iniquities hy ſbewing Mercy to the Poor. In ſhort, there is 
no one Duzy belonging td Mankind, has ſo much to be-ſhewn for it, from the Word- 
of God; as this has; Which L hope to Convince you further of, before I have done. 
And if there were no mbreit han that one Place, or Paſſage which Chriſt tells us at 
large of, Marth. 45. 3. tothe end of the Chapter, e muſt be convinced that Chriſt 
has made it the chief Rule land Standard of the future Judgment: Come ye Bleſſtd, 
fays Chriſt, to thoſe on the Right Hand, : For ye fedime, ye cloathed me, ye viſited me, 
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placed on the Left Hand) for. ye fe me nor, &. This is as much as Ten Thon find 


recepes for chat Heavenly Duty of Charity in Alms- Deedt: And this Mercifulneſs 


to the Indigent, being Fundamentally planted by our Creator, in the very Frame of 


Humane Nature, and is the Law of Nature it ſelf, - which Chriſtianity came to im- 
prove in all Goodneſs ; and the Goſpel having ſo abundantly eſtabliſhed. this parti. 


* cular Duty, above all others: I hope I have ſufficiently:proved thereby, what 5 
| w 


poſed in that firſt Conſideration of my Four Heads offer d. That is, firſt to 


that this Charity in Almi - Deeds, is the moſt Fundamental Duty of Chriſtian Pra- 


0 eee Lam to conſider the Extent of this Duty of Charity in Am. 
Deeds, and the Proportion Chriſtianity requires. On this Head tis proper to Con- 
—_ T / tn rn 


% 
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1. Who they are, that are obliged to Give. _ 
2. How much they ſhou'd Give. | 


| Birſt; Who they are, that this Duty lays Obligation on to Perform it. I anſwer, 


all thoſe that call themſelves Chriſtians; are eſpecially, and abve all Men, under the 


higheſt Obligation to it. Chriſt makes it the Badge, or Livery of his Diſciples, By 


this ſball al Men know that ye are my Diſciples, ſays Chriſt; ſo that all Chriſtians; what- 
ſoever, are obliged to it, that ſee others in a much more extream Neceſſity than 
themſelves : No Poverty of them, that have ny way to Live, can excuſe the total 

boo — they did the ſmalleſt Thing, but once in à Year, yet 
muſt do. The poor Widow, which we Read of, Mark 12. 


that was all (our Saviour tells us) that ſhe had, even al! her Living; yet he does not 


reprove her of any Fault, or Indiſcretion, but commends her highly, And that 
Action had theſe fave Reaſons to approve it: Firſt, Stie was ſure ſhe did not give it 


to any undeſerving Vagabond, for ſhe put it into the Corban of the Church, whence 
it was to be diftribured ted to thoſe that moſt needed, and moſt deſerved it. Secondly, 
It was no more than wou'd buy her a ſmall piece of Bread, and ſhe depended up- 
on God for her daily Bread, he that fed the Ravens, wou'd not let a Widow Starve: 
This was an Act of the higheſt Faith. Thirdiy, This was a neceſſary Teſtimony of 
n Obedience to that principal Branch of God's Law, the Law of 
Alms-Giving.  Fourthly,, Who knows but this was the likelieſt way to bring her back 


that ſame again with Encreaſe, for ſhe might be choſen to be one of thoſe to diftri. 


bute the Charch-Alms to; and if that did not happen; God ſhe knew was able many 


ways to Repriſe her: It is but Seed ſown. Fifthly, She did thereby take Place of 


the richeſt Offerers at that time, and was deſervedly placed above them all by Chriſt. 
And indeed, this is a mighty Advantage we have, that the Poorer we are, the more 
likely we ſhall be to out- ſtrip the Charity of the Rich, if our little Offerings bear 
but any Proportion to our Abilities, and to that Love of God, that fervent Charity, 
which ſhou'd dwell in our Hearts towards thoſe that are Chriſt's Brethren, and our 
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70 young Pigeons; and from him who was not able to do that, 's handful of Meal 


might be accepted, Levit. 5. 11. ſo from every Chriſtian ſomething of what can poſ- 


ſibly be ſpared, is due as an Acknowledgment to him, from whoſe Bounty we have 
received all that we Poſſeſs. The pooreſt Freeholder muſt pay King's Rent accord- 
ing to his Acres: Or if it run too long in Arrears, the King will ſeize the Whole 
at Iaſt. And ſo does the King of Heaven often, to thoſe that never pay him his 


Chiefry. Some part muſt be conſecrated as an Homage to God, from whom we have 


received the Whole, that is, muſt be given to the Poor in his ſtead, as to thoſe he 
has appointed for his Proxies to receive it, and to whom he has aſſign'd no other Por- 
tion upon Earth: Let every one of you (ſays the Apoſtle) lay by him in ſtore (for the 
Collection) on the firſt Day of. the Week, according as God hath proſper d him, 1 Cor. 16. 2. 


He fays not, let the Rich only, but without Exception, Let every one of you lay by him, 


according as God hath proſper'd you: Many Hands, tho each Contribute bur little, 
are a greater help, than larger Doles given from a few: And that little it ſelf, which 

a poor Man gives, will profit his Sout, more than much greater Oblations will, to a 
rich Man, for God reckons not the Greatneſs of the Gift, by the Quantity thereof, 
but by the Ability of the-Gaver. 1 4 | 

Nou, that ſome ſuch Offerings ſhou'd conſtantly be paid to God, as an Acknow- 

ledgment of our Dependency and Subjection to him, is an Act of Natural Workſkip. 
it ſelf; and will I hope, by its high reaſonableneſs, approve it ſelf to the Conſcience 

of any conſiderate Chriſtian, to be a Duty and Debt, to which we are ſo neceſſarily 


and ſtrictly obliged, that the negleQ, or detaining of it, will in any Chriſtian be not 


only an Injuſtice, but in ſome fort a meer Sacrilege, a robbing God of his Due, as 


« 


well as with-holding the Livelihood of the Poor. 


But we find moſt People are apt to excuſe themſelves : I cannot do it, ſays one; 1 
cannot afford to do it, ſays another: Why cannot they? What is it hinders? Why, 


when it comes to the Teſt, tis moſtly the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World: 


The very Thing which they renounced in their Baptiſmal Vow, and which they 
now-call Decency.. But ſure tis very undecent in a Chriſtian, to enlarge his Shew, 
out of the very -Life and'Blood of the Poor, to whom God has given no other Live- 
lihood upon Earth, but what Relief is owing to them, from the bounden Debt of 
that Charity, which they that God has given ſome Livelihood to, ought to pay. And- 
what elſe caa it be but Sacrilege, for any one to rob Charity, to make their own Fi- 

ure the greater. Deceney we allow is commendable in the World, but there ſhou'd. 

e as many different Degrees of that, as there are of different Fortunes in the World: 
And in ſhort, the true Rule of Chriſtian Decency is this, that we ſhou'd be both Juſt 
and Charitable in the firſt place, and wrong neither our Creditors, our Servants, our 


Labourers, nor our Poor: We can't bs Honeſt without paying our Debts to our 
Power; and this to God and the Poor, is our firſt and chief Debt, and muſt be paid 


before all other, and is the eaſieſt to pay, being the ſmalleſt. And when we have 


paid our Tithes and Charity Debts to God, as well as contented all our other Creditors; 


then we may provide for our Families, and make as big a Figure, with the reſt, as we 

can: Eſpecially, if our Fortune be enough already, or that we itch more to be Ga- 
zing-Stocks, than to encreaſe our Fortune, to do more Good with it, and provide- 

better for our Poſterity. A Man may, without Sin, do what he will with his Own, 
in all lawful Ways; provided he firſt pay all others their Due, and among the reſt, 
God and the Poor firſt of all. But it is certain, he that having but Forty Pounds a 
Year, will not pay God his Proportion of that, would not pay him proportionably 
if he had Four Hundred Pound a Year ; for that would then be Ten- fold more to 


pay, than what he refuſes to pay now, and ſo wou'd go ten Degrees nearer his Heart 


to part with it. But ſome make Excuſe that they are in Debt, and ſo cannot do this 


one run in Debt as well as they, and 0 to be privileged from this Debt, whi 


—— —— - 


Tut, ſo it ſhall again be burnt, to beat the coldneſs of Charity. 


. > 


as being God's due, is the firſt of all Debts: But robbing God of the Penſions of 


the Poor, is the likelieſt way for them never to be out of Debt, or elſe to be utterly 


blaſted at laſt with all their Acquiſitions. Tis therefore a moſt undiſpenſible Duty 


upon every Chriſtian, without Exception, to pay ſome Proportion to che very Poor 
and Needy, out of whatever Gad has beſtowed on him, without Pleading that he 


cannot And if this be ſuch an abſolute Fealty, or Debt, even n the leweſt Rank 


of People that have any Subſiſtance, or Income, how much more will it be expected 
from thoſe that are Richer, or better to Paſs in this World, I leave to their own Con- 
ſciences to Infer ; by minding them but of that one Paſſage of the future Verdict of 
Chriſt at the Day of Judgment, Matth. 25. and let them Impartially conſider what 


manner of Proceedings they are there warn'd to expect: Come ye Bleſſed, and go ye 
. Curſed, &c. which ſurely, if their Mammen has not perſwaded them to ſtop their Ears 


unto all Charms, will prevail with their Hearts to confeſs, that as it is the Duty of 
God's Miniſters to deliver, fo it is theirs to receive that Charge which St. Paul en- 
truſted to Timethy, 1 Tim 6.17. which I have once already mention'd in Part, that 


we charge them that are Rich, nat to traſt in uncertain Riches, but in the Living God; and 


therefore that they do Good, that they be Rich in good Works ————==That they may lay hold on 

Eternal Life. Make you Friends (fays Chriſt) of the Mammon of Unrighteonſneſs, that when 

ye fail, they may receive you inte Everlaſting Habitations, Luke 16. 94. < 
2. Now I come to the ſecond Conſideration on this Head, of the Extent of the 


Duty of Charity in Am- Deeds, that is, how much we ſhou'd Give, or what Propor- 


tion we ſhou'd obſerve in Giving: For this there can be no unalterable definitive 
Rules given, whereby every one may know preciſely the exat Quantity which this 
Duty obliges them to: For the Condition of the Occaſions is fo uncertain, and ſub. 
ject to ſuch various Emergencies, and the Performers are of fuch innumerably diffe- 


rent Fortunes and Abilities, and the Circumſtances ſo Multiplicit, that no particular 


Rules can exa@ly limit our aim. Tis therefore left, among Chriſtians (that every 
ene may fix his own Proportion) tis left, I ſay, to the Conduit of a Pious Prudence, 
whereby God and the Poor wou'd be ſure to be no Loofers, among them whom the 
true Spirit of Chriſt governs: Or if Men wou'd but hearken to that common Plea 


within their own. Hearts and Natures, that Rule of right Reaſon, which even a Hea- 


then Emperor caufed to be Engraven in the Walls of his Palace, Quod gibi fßeri non 
Vis, alteri ne feceris, or rather as our Saviour expreſs d it, What foeve? ye won d that Men 
Dem d do unte you, (en fo do ye unte them, for this is the Law and the Prosbets. H Men, 
I fay, vou 'd but follow this Rule of Chrift's, which is even a Rule of Natural Ju- 
ſtice ; thea, as none of them wou d deſire, or reaſonably expect, in their Nece wy 


to be unmercifully Dealt with, by any good Man; fo certainly the leaſt they cou'd 


do, to avoid the loud Reproaches of their own Conſciences, muſt be to deal as Cha. 


_ mitably with bim that truly wants this Help, and Implores it, as they wou d expe&t 


Good Men ought to do with them, if ſuch Men were in their own Condition, and 


they themſelves in ſuch Neceflity. This is a m-ft high Argument our Saviour gives 
for it, that is the chief deſign of the Law and the Prophets: For this is the Lam awd 


the Prophets, ſays be, Matth.7. 12. yet indeed if we took our Ground but from much 


lower Conſiderations, from fuch as Humanity it ſelf wou d Suggeſt, and ordinary 


Prudence allow of, it wou'd certainly give Charity a far more liberal Entertainment, 
than this frozen Age does admit of; this cold and frozen Age, I ſay, which ſeems to 


dave cloſed Men's Hands, and harden d their Hearts, beyond the Power of Chriſtia- 


nity it ſelf to diſſolve, beyond the Warmth and Influence of that Heavenly Spirit, 
which the abounding of Iniquity has almoſt baniſhed from Earth again: For becauſe 
iniquity has abounded, the Love f many (as our bleſſed Saviour foretold} is grown Cild. 
The remarkableneſs of which Decay, and coldneſs of Charity, prompted that Obſer- 
vation from a good Man, that as she World was once drown'd te quench. the Flames of 
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wit hin thy Gates, that the Levite, the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow may come and 


„ (7) po 
| But now for the underſtanding ſome Meaſure and Proportion of that Duty of Am- 

which our 1 2 binds us to; 'twill be neceſſary to conſider, that thd amongſt 
Chriſtians, the Duty has been left to the guidance of that Spirit of Love, wherewich 
Chriſt had inſpired the World, and which was in no danger to be loft, whilſt the 
Power of Chriſtianity continued 1th Men; yet to the Jews, that hard-hearced Peo- 


plc, who God knew wou'd be ſo Covetous of Earthly Things, and ſo Prone to the 


ucre of this World, that they wou'd never ſufficiently diſcharge that reaſonable 
Competency, which Piety, and the Needs of the Poor required, if they were left to 
their own Benevolence: To them therefore God gave a particular Precept for the 
very #6g0y, Or quantity of their 4/ms, the leaſt which ſhou'd be accepted from them, 
and which every one was bound to perform, under Penalty of Diſobedience to the 
Law of Moſes : So much was but their Debt, and Duty; and thoſe who were count. 
ed very Charitable among them, it was from their own voluntary Oblations over and 
above, from their Deeds of free Piety beſides: And this particular Quantity which 
they were obliged to, you ſhall find mention'd in Dent. 14.'28. At the end of three 
Tears, thou ſhalt bring forth all the Tithe of thine Encreaſe the ſame Tear, and ſhall lay it up 


eat, and be ſatisfied, that the Lord thy God may bleſs thee in all the Work of thine Hand 
which thou doeſt. Where the Levite being named, and the Stranger being added to 
it, ſhews it means a Stranger Levite, or any Levite, who might happen to be in more 


than ordinary Want: For it is certain, that this third Years Tithing, was not the 


Tithing which was due to the Levites as their Maintenance, for that was an every 


Tears Tithing ; as in the 22d Verſe of that ſame Chapter 14th, Thou ſbalt truly Tithe 


al the Encreaſe that thy Field bringeth forth Year by Tear: And of this it is ſaid, Namb. 


| —. The Ni hes of the Chilaren of Iſrael, I have given to. the Levires to inherit: But 
this Tit 

which is clearly exprefs'd again in the 26th of Deut. 12. When thou haſt made an end of 
 Tithing all the Tithes of thine Encreafe the third Year, which is the Year of r, (for the 
Poor, :thart is to ſay) and haft given it to the Levite, rhe Stranger, the Fatherlcſs 


hing for the Poor was to be done over. and above, once every third Year, 


and the 
ian Then thou ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy God, I have brought away the hallowe# 
Things out of my Houſe, I have not taken away ought thereof, but have done according ar 
thou haft commanded me: Then follows the Prayer which they might uſe, with a juſt 
Title to all the Bleſſings which the Earth cou d contain, Verſe 15 Look down from thy 


Holy: Habitavion, from Heaven, and bleſs og Iſrael. This ſort of Tithing is ſpoken 


of by the Jewiſ Writers too, and is e 


d by Jeſenbuc, dctimatio panperir, the Tithing 


Now a whole Tithe every third Year, is juſt the fame with a third Part of a Tithe 

every Year, that is, a thirtieth Part; and this was the flanding 2 which 
by the Precept of their Law was allotted to the Poor, out of every Man's whole En- 
ereaſe. And this is not ſo much neither, as might have been expected from a leſs. 


 Worldly-minded People, but was fuited ro the Proportion which a Hard- hearted 


Nation wou d allow of: It amounts but to Eight Pence per Pound of our Coin. Yet 
it is to be feared there are many among Chriſtians themielves now-a-days, and thoſe, 


ſuch as poſſeſs no ſmall quantity of the Creature too; who, if they were told but 


of the Jewiſh Proportion of Alms, as the leaſt which Chriſtiane Zeal cou'd poſſibly o- 
blige them to; it wou'd doubtleſs: be enough ro make them cry louder chan ever, 
Babylon and Egypt, Idolutry and Superſtirion, Pypery and Anrtichriftienifſm ; Words which 
they cannot forbear throwing ar all Things they diſlike: And if they had Suc- 
cefs wherever they wereflung, wou'd 'have long ago knock'd down all Bondage ts che 
Law, as they call it, that is, to all Laws berh Divine and Humane, and have left no- 
thing but Free Hromiſer, and Chriſtian Liberty, as they Phraſe it; which wou'd tow ap- 


patently turn to ſuch a Liberty as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, to ds even what they Lift But 


unleſs we wou'd have only the Name of Charity left in the Werld, and the _ ox 
1-44 ET : | f | ruits, 


— 


C8). 


"muſt confeſs that the Proportion God required of Jews, ought not to be leſs ra. 
ted upon Chriſtians, whoſe very Livery ſhou'd be Charity, and their Badge to be 
known of all Men by. Nay, and the plain Warning we are given by Chriſt, is this 
lich a ſolemn Aſſeveration) I ſay unto. you, that except your Righteouſneſs exceed the 
 Righteauſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſball in na Caſe enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
wen, Matth. 5. 20. where, if Righteouſneſs be taken but in the common general Sence, 


for Piety or good Life; it is certain, the Works of Charity and Beneficence, muſt be 


Hand, that the Word Sixaioovry, there render'd Rightecuſneſs, is all one with tAgy. 
peourn, Alms, and they are ſometimes in Scripture promiſcuouſly uſed the one for 
the other, and ſo in 2 Cor. 9. 10. The Fruit of Righteouſneſs, there mention d, appears 
ainly by the Context, to ſignify the Reward of their Alms-Giuing: As it is in the 
erſe before, He hath diſperſed Abroad, he hath given to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs endur- 
eth for ever: And in Matth. 6. 1. Take heed that ye do not your Alms to be ſeen of Men : 
Alm, is there noted by Stephanus, in his Diverſe Lectiones, to be read in ſome Copies 
Junategurn, the ſame Word, which is here render'd Righteouſneſs, which we are ſo 


in paying their Legal Dues, ſurely therefore if we reſolve to be Followers of Jeſus, 
and Obedient to his Goſpel; which obliges us to make our Charity exceed the Charity 
of the Jews, we muſt needs then perform, to more purpoſe, than the generality of 
- Chriſtians are obſerv'd to do, that Duty of Love, which is the fulfling of the Chri- 
ſtian Law: For nothing is more viſibly neglected by moſt People, even by many a- 
mongſt us, who otherwiſe ſeem very Studious of Godlineſs, and wou'd take it ill not 
to be counted Veſelt of Grace. But it is eſpecially. remarkable, that the greateſt Pre- 
dcdenders to Purity among us, even the Chriſtian Phariſeet of theſe Times, the Quakers, 
WW Anabaptifts, &c. who proudly Separate from us their Brethren, as counting us Pabli. 
5 cans and Sinners, and therefore keep their Diſtance, and Pray by themſelves: Tis 


plainly evident, I ſay, that theſe Phariſces are as Reproveable, and Notorious, for 


us not ſo learn Chriſt, ſo as to make his whole Religion but an Art of excuſing our 
Selves from the indiſpenſable. Obligation of. his Doctrine; which is the vaineſt Phi- 
loſophy in the World, the moſt: impudent Sophiſtry imaginable ; to evacuate the 
Force of Chriſt's Precepts, by perpetually inſiſting on nothing but the freeneſs of his 
if Promiſes; to deſtroy the Neceſiry of Working by pleading the Privilege of Beliewing ; 
as if believing Chriſt, wou'd excuſe us for not Obeying him. No, let us be aſſured 
the Goſpel was planted among us for no other End, but to produce ſuch real Fruits 
in our Lives, as the World wou'd not admit of before. And therefore, whoſoever 
now will yet harden themſelves in this Day of Grace, and perſevere ſtill in a barren 
Zeal, an unfruitful and unprofitable Mammoniſti; let ſuch know that Chriſt was he, who 
by his Doctrine, has laid the Ax to the Root of the Tree, and now every Tree that bringeth 
ut forth good Fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the Fire, Matth. 3. 10. | 
But now the Reaſon why Chriſtians are left without ſuch certain, preſcrib'd, Quan- 
tiities to their Charity, apy well be ſuppoſed to be this; that if a certain quantit 
orf An, were prefix'd, in io high a Degree as were fitting for us, and that by expreſs 
i= precept Obligatory to all Chriſtians ; it wou'd, on the one ſide, harden the Hearts of 
too many, by preventing thoſe that too much loved their Wealth, from embracing 
the Chriſtian Faith; and on the other ſide; it wou'd have ſlacken'd the Zeal of ma- 
ny others, better diſpoſed, by Suggeſting that they had done ſufficiently in fulfilling 


the Precept: Whereas, if it had been left to their own free Benevolence, they wou'd 
perhaps have done much more. eng pf of 1 OE 
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Fruits, that is, the actual Works thereof, Aboliſbed, with the Ceremonial Lam, we 


a principal Part thereof. But it is moſt peculiarly remarkable for this Purpoſe in 


poſitively commanded, muſt. in us exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
en pain of Excluſion from Heaven: And the Scribes and Phariſees were the moſt Zexlous 


the Neglect and Non-performance of Charity, as the other Phariſees of our Saviour's 
Time were for their over-prizing it in themſelves, after they had done it. But let 


2 5 a : ww 


. 8 
* 


1 1 
4 < 5 wa; E d AV 2 ! 
N "Is "ate nar" TIA Rr . pg. 3s 
Ws SOM e e e e e 
* * * * 1 * * A * 


5; 
Fr 
5 
3 
* 
. 
Pry 


2 
[4 


5 : pr 
e 


OC ASSES te . 


M AT IDS 
Abe: 
e 


. 


Rr, 


l is 
& 4 


W * 
N 


y 


3 
phe 
CR AM 
3 


— 
ms 
* 

£ 

5 
I 

3 
255 8 
2 
ip 
ENT 2s 

> 
3» 

1 

A 

{ 

- 
[024 
= 
5 

3 
8 
% 
” 
is 
iſ 
£ 
* 
* 

bk 
k 


* Fs 2 * 2 r 
4 WD Eg A A 

* Fe PR 
2 r 
A 


* Wy N 


VF OO eg 
e eee ee e GH 


+ 
8 
% 
4 


27 
5 1 
It 
* 8 
33 
ot 
1 
* 
VEE 


have already, too little to ſupply their own Wants. Bur 
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LE», OY 
But yet the ſerting before our Selves the Jew!/ſh Rule now, will ſhew how Shame- 
ful it were, for us, to come behind them; and that it muſt be very Blameable, very 
Undecent, and Miſ-becoming the Religion we Profeſs, to ute leſs Proportions than 
were rated on a Hard-hearted People, and to make the Revenue of the Poor, which is 
the Treaſury of God, more ſcanted, becauſe it is now left to the more powerful In- 
fluence of our own filial Duty and Gratitude, | 3 a : 

Now, becauſe I expect this Diſcourſe will be thought ſtrange by ſome, for my pro- 
poſing the Jewiſh Proportion of Alme, I muſt, declare that I am not ſingular herein; 
but do follow the moit Pious, the moſt Learn'd, and the moſt Excellent Authors. 

I need not trouble you with quoting their Books, bur I ſhall (of this laſt Age) name 
one for all, and he a Divine of our own, and one of the moſt Judicious, Excellent, 
and Pious our Chureh was ever Bleſs'd with the moſt Learn d Dr. Hammond, ho 
has writ a whole Diſcourſe for that Purpoſe, being a Book bound by it ſelf, calbd, 
Tbe Poor Man's Tithing, grounded on that Place I have quoted about the third Year's 
Tithing, Dent. 14. 28. I own he was the firſt that led me into it, above Forty 
Years ago, in which I have been confirm'd by many other Authorities ſince : So that 

it cannot be called one Doctor's Opinion, as the way of the World is, for every 

Thing they diflike. And this of my preſent Doctrine (which yet is not mine, but 
God's and the Scriptures) I am ſure will not be well liked = ſuch, as think all they 

| would fain mind them, 
how few there are in the World that think otherwiſe, be they never ſo Rich. All 

People (as they may pretend) are in great want of ſomething or other, either of rich. 


Attire, or coſtly Furniture, or Plate for their Uſe, or ſtately Houſes, or ſomething 


elſe of Figure, which they wou'd be at, more than they have. And thus People do 


ſtill ſo enlarge their Defires, by making artificial new Needs, that the more they have, 
the more they want: For ir is certain, all Want is terminated in our Deſires, and 


he that deſires moſt, wants moſt. Therefore let not any one, of the meaneſt Rank, 
whom God has bleſs'd with any Subſiſtence, think that he can be excuſed from his 
Proportion of Alnt, on any Pretence of Want; ſince that may be pretended by all; 


and indeed the Wants or Deſires of poorer People are ger much leſs, and about 


more eaſy Attainments than thoſe which Torment their richer Neighbours. Bur if 
we will forbear to diſcharge that Debt of Charity, in its due Proportion, till all thoſe 

Needs of our own be ſupplied, which our Ambition, or Pride, or Voluptuouſneſs, 
or Covetouſneſs will create for us, we ſhall be ſure, then, never to Perform it ar all: 
For the World has arrived at ſuch a pitch of Pride and Vanity, that it is accounted _ 


Ignominious, not to be Prodigal beyond meaſure in vain Expences, and he ſhall paſs 


with moſt for a Miſer, that Lives not at ſucha Rate, as to keep himſelf in perpetual 
Debt. But let us have a care of the ſad Reckoning of thoſe who come ſhort of 
Scribes and Phariſees ; and who, to Further their own Extravagance, maintain it partly 
out of the very Life and Blood of the Poor: For a poor Man's Bread is his Life, and 
he that with-holds that little Debt he owes the Poor, towards the Support of their 
Life, what does he but keep rhe Spoil of the Poor in his Hands ? Nay, robs them of 
their Blood, of that Food which is neceſſary to the Suſtenance of their Life; called 
in Scripture, breaking the Poor to pieces, and grinding the Face By Poor, Iſaiah 3. 15. 
And thar all this ſhou'd be done, only to beſtow. it upon our Selves,in ſome vile Sus 
perfluities, which we are never the better for, and which ſurely we ſhou'd hinder from 
encroaching on the Right of the Poor. For certainly the needleſs Exceſs of moſt 
People, beyond their Ability, in ſoothing their Vain-glorious and Luxurious Hu- 


mours, is the great hindrance to the diſcharge both of this Debt, and of many o- 


thers, no leſs Unconſcionably detain d. | | 
Upon the whole, for Dire&ion in this Point, both to the Richer and to the Poorer, 
for how much they ſhou'd Give, it is ſum'd up in one of the Sentences order'd by our 

Church, to be read before the Offertory ; Be 3 after thy Power, if thou haſt much, 
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give plenteouſly ˖ if thou Laſt Irtle, do thy Diligence gladly to give of that little, for ſo ga- 
bereſt tho. ſelf a good Reward in the Day of Neceſſity. . = 45; 


HI. I am now to Anſwer ſome Cavils and Objections, which Covetouſneſs and 
Folly has raiſed againſt the Neceſſity of this Chriſtian Duty, in the Practice of Alms- 
Deeds. | 8 8 | 5 . 

1. The firſt Objection I ſhall Conſider, is, That this wou'd be Prejudicial to the 
Commoon-wealth, that it wou'd encourage Idlenets, whereas ſpending that Money in 
heighrning'our Figure, wou'd keep up Tradeſ men. mg EE 


J Anſwer, Tis not Idlers our Alm: ſhou'd Support, St. Paul's Rule is, 2 Theſ. 3. 
10. They that wou'd not Work, neither let them Eat. But the poorer Sort of Tradeſ-men, 
that are Poor indeed, might be greatly relieved by the juſt Methods of Charity, if 
the richer Ones wou'd give their own Charity alſo, and God wou'd Bleſs their 
Trade the more. But muſt Sin be made Lawful, to encourage Trading? This 
is the old Sinner's Plea :, It will make as good for Drunkards, Gluttons, and Spend. 
thrifts, that their Vice encourages the Trading of Taverns, Inns, and Publick-Houſes. 
But if the Common-wealth be ſo much in theſe Objector's Thoughts, pray let them 
Conſider, whether any Thing can be greater Benefit to a Common-wealth, than the 
Juſt, due and ſufficient Practice of Alm:-Deeds, if thorowly complied with by a Na- 
tion; both by bringing the Bleſſing of God on them, and alſo naturally preventing 
the greateſt Miſchief of a Nation; which is to ſwarm with Multitudes of Indigent 
People; which conſequently encreaſes Thieves, Robbers, Malefactors, and Deſpe- 
Trades ; who are ready to Fiſh in troubled Waters: And therefore wou'd Contribute all 
they can, 'to bring about Confuſion, Rebellion and Miſchief, when their deſperate. 
Neceflities can have no hopes of ſuch a ſmall Relief, as wou'd keep|Life in them, and 
- Strengthen them to Work for more. Pray let us conſider but the 7ewijh Proportion 
of Alms it ſelf, a thirtieth Part; and let that be rated, for Example, on the County of 
Sligoe; I will undertake the exacteſt Computer will find it to make at leaſt Eight 
Hundred Pounds per Ann. and perhaps half as much more. Now Eight Hundred 
Pound wou'd Maintain Two Hundred poor Families, allowing each of them 
Four Pound a-piece per Ann. And there are not perhaps above ſo many poor Families in 
this County +7 hi need it. And ſo if you reckon proportionably through all Ireland, 
how many Thouſand Famil:es wou'd rhis Enable to bring up their Children in the 
Fear of God, who for want of that much, are forced to leave them Untaught, 
and ſo, for the moſt part, turn Thieves, Vagabonds or Wicked: Beſides, how many 
Families might this bring over to the Truth of our Religion, when they ſee your good 
Works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven, And many of them, too, that are in. 
Want, when they fee our Church ſuch a Sanctuary for the Diſtreſſed, wou'd be temp. 
ted to examine and hearken to the Truth. Now what can our Common-wealth Ob- 
jectors fay againſt all this? But I have a further Argument, that I am ſure they can 
lay leſs againſt ; that is, can any Common-wealth be Happy without God's Bleſſing? 
and if any Obligation from God can be ſufficient to make a Nation depend upon his 
[Promiſe for any Bleſſing, what he has ſaid in this Caſe is moſt Expreſs, Malachy 3. 10. 
Prove me now herewith, ſaich the Lord, if I will not open you the Windows of Heaven, and 
pour you out a Bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room enough to receive it. This is promiſed up- 
on our paying God all his Dues, Prove me now herewith, faith the Lord. But ſays the 
Verſe before it, Mal. 3. 9. But ye are curſed with a Curſe, for ye have robbed me, even this 
whole Nation. The Lord avert that Curſe from our Nation : For I fear we have too: 
much deſerv'd it. Our Neighbour Nation of England, have always been more Cha- 
ritable than we: And God kept them in Peace at Home, whilſt we were diſ- 
pers d, and given up to our Enemies, at leaſt to be robb'd and plunder'd. - And we 
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were ſtigmatized in England, by the Name of the roud 1:7 ; When we-ſhall-earg the ö 


Name of the Charitable Iriſh God only knows. The Judgments we were then glyen 
up to, we may well take to have been one of the Effects of that Curſe, Mal. 3. 9. 
This for the firſt Objection about the Common: wealth. | , 


ry The ſecond Objection I ſhall Conſider, 2 That this Practice, if done in ſuch 
Proportion, cannot be Secret, and ſo it will be Vain-glorious. 8 


This Obje&ion you muſt know comes from a ſort of People, who wou'd have all 
Secret, that it might not be known how little they do themſelves, and fo they are 
very fond of that Expreſſion of our Saviour's, Let not your left Hand know what your 
right Hand doth. But I anſwer, that was only ſpoken as to the Rotten-hearted Phari- 
ſees, who loved the Praiſe of Men more than the Praiſe of God; and ſtrove to make 
that Publick which needed not; for ſomething ſhou'd be done Private. Not that it is 
dangerous to be known, when the being known may do any good, or when it is nor 
eagerly affected to have it-known for any ill vain-glorious Deſign. Muſt not we Pray: 
where we are known to Pray (as in Publick) for fear of being counted Vain- 
glorious? O yes, you may Pray; this they do not ſpeak againſt, becauſe it will coſt 
nothing to your Purſe.. But if a Man pray never ſo Private, ſo that his Ears do not 
know what his Lips do, he may be diſcover'd for all that, through a Key-hole, or a 


Chink, hen his Door is ſhut ; and ſo he may in his privateſt Alms alſo, tho his left 


Hand do not tell what his right Hand doth ; which is only a figurative Speech of 
our Saviour's, for ſuch a Privacy ſometimes to be endeavour'd, and an unaffectedneſs 
of Oſtentation ; not that it is poſſible, ſtrictly fpeaking, that the left Hand cou'd not 
know what the right Hand does, -if it cou'd know any thing ;. any more than that the 
Ears ſhou'd not know what the Lips do. But the meaning in both is, that we ſhou'd 
not call our privateſt Friends to Witneſs, and Publiſh all that we do of that Kind, as 


the Phariſees call'd with a Trumpet, the whole Town about them; but yet a near Re- 


lation, a Wife, a Child or a Servant, may ſee or find out, and Blab it, when we 
Jeaſt deſire it. And where's the dangerouſneſs of all that? Nay, if we eſcaped that, 
the Poor themſelves, that are Relieved, will Publiſh it perhaps, and how can we . 
help it? Our Saviour himſelf, when he did charitable Deeds, in healing bodily In- 
firmities, tho he did moſt in Publick, yet he had a mind ſometimes to have ſome of 


his good Deeds private, as we are told, Mark 7. 36. And he charg d them (when he had 


done the Cure there ſpoken of) hat they ſhou'd tell no Man; but the more he charged them 
(ſays the Evangeliſt) ſo much the more a great deal they publiſhed it. But, I A wer: the 
Objettors are ſafe from the danger of the Poor's publiſhing their private Charity to 
them, tho our Saviour cou'd not eſcape it. And why are they ſo ſafe? Truly, be. 
cauſe the Poor have no Tale of that Kind to tell of them. But pray where's the 
danger of any Vain-glory at all, by any ſignal Practice of Charity in this Age? There 
is indeed no Glory to be-gor by that in this age. The generality of the SpeQators 
are now far different from thoſe: of our Saviour's Time, who umverſally prized and 


_ praiſed ſuch Works. But now what the Pſalmiſt . is true, Pſalm 49. 18. 


Whilſt thou doſt good to thy ſelf, Men will ſpeak well of thee, and will Praiſe thee. Self-, 


love is the only Praiſe-worthy Thing now: Figure, Pomp, and Grandure, bring, 


Admiration ; and 'tis the chief Thank-worthy Matter now, that People can Eat and 
Drink well, and wear as good as any in the Country. He is a Foo), then, that wou'd 
throw away a large Quantity of his Subſtance, Five Hundred Pounds perhaps, if he 


Lives long, and gave but Ten Pound a Year ; or a Thouſand Pound, if he gave 
Twenty Pound a Year: And that only to purchaſe ſome few People's Good-morrow, 


along with many more People's Envy, Obloquy, Detraction, and Contempt. This is 
like Bribing a Man with a Hundred Pound, to Swear One Pound into his Pocket.“ 
Reward a Man may expect for much Charity, from the Tongues of thoſe rhas, 
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| 229riran's Charity to a wounded Stranger; and concludes with a 


Faith; yet, neither of 
deed, that God in his free Mercy, Grace, Goodnefs, and Love has promiſed (and he 
it Faithful that bath promiſed) to all thoſe that Love and Obey him, that keep his Com- 


I. ST —- 

90 it not, is to be charged with Hypocriſy; whereas, alas! they that negle& the true 
Practice of Charity, in the Works of Alms-Derds, 
earneſt. For really tis better to do the Phariſees Alms, if any be fo Wicked and Senſe. 


leſs now, as to do ſo; better that, I ſay, than leſs or none at all: They that do it ſo 
TOE, ſhall be puniſhed its true, but not ſo much as they that do little or none at 
O 


all : r the vaineſt giver of Ams does ſome good to the Receivers, but to give lit- 


tle or none at All, will not ſuffer the Poor to Live. Behold (ſays Zacheus to our Sa- 


vious) Behold, Lord, the one half of my Goods I give to the Poor: The one half! A great 


Hypocrire he wou'd be counted in this Age, and full of Vain-glory, if he ſaid fo, 
the half quarter of his Goods. What Worldly Glory then can any one expect 


0 

for that Practice now, which will rather bring him under the Perſecution of envious 
Tongues, and raiſe him more Enemies than Friends. And ſo I have done with the 
ſecond cavilling Obje&ion about Vain- glory. . „„ I 


3. The third Objection I ſhall Conſider, is, What the Solifdians and Fiduciarles 


do Object that this is a buying Heaven with our Works; and ſo tis our Money 
muſt” purchaſe Heaven.. ene 8 5 | 


This Obje&ion, you muſt know, proceeds from the exceſſive Love of Money, 


which the Scripture tells us, is the Root of all Evil, 1 Tm. 6. 10. For the Love of Money 


is the Rob of all Evil; which while ſome coveted after, they have Err d from the Faith. 


But this buying of Heaven is a ſtrange Cavil, and may as well be retorted on the 
 Obje&ors ; do not they hold their ſolitary Faith to be as neceſſary for Heaven, as we 
| hold our good Works, and is not their Caſe then in as much danger of buying Hea. 


ven, as ours? No you may fay, for it coſts them nothing. T wou'd allow that to be 


the beſt Husbandry indeed, if there were not one fore Text againſt it, among many 


others, Galat. 6. 7. Be not decelved, God is not mocked, for what a Man ſowerh, that ſhall, 
Be reap. But is not our Faith as much our own, as our Works? "Tis God that gives 


both, and both to will, and to do, and we give him but of his own in either: Well 


then, if it muſt be called buying Heaven on one fide by his Works, it may as well 
be calfd buying Heaven on t'other fide by his Faith : For Believing, and Working, 


æ⁊re the one as much our own Ac, as the other. Bur out upon this Foolery ! Can we 


et any Treaſure, that is a valuable Conſideration, for Heaven? Money can never de- 


erve it ; but a cer Faith furely deſerves it as well, or better than a ſolitary 
them deſerves it. Heaven is an infinite glorious Reward in. 


mandmenes, ſays St. John, and do thoſe Things that are well pleaſing in his Sight, 1 John 3. 
22. to do thoſe Things that are Pleaſing in his Sight, is true Faith in Chriſt ; this ig 
true Truſt in him, without this no other definition of Faith whatſoever, no Fiducial 
Reliance, no calling Chrift Lord, Lord, without doing the Things which he ſays, like 


thoſe that profeſs they knaw God, but in Works do deny him; no Faith of aſſurance, or 
adherence, rolling, or leaning upon Chriſt, without thus Obeying him, no ſtrengeh 


of Confidence, nor charm of Imagination, ſhall avail us hereafter. Can any thing 


. elfe, but the actual obeying Chriſt in good Works, make us ſure of his Favour ? No, 


not all the Art, Knowledge, Myſteries, Logick, Philoſophy, Theology, nor Specu- 
Jations in the World can do it, without this of Practical Works; and the pooreſt 
Chriſtian, by Godly Practice of Virtue in 
of Heaven, before all the Learn'd Maſters of Theory 


The Learn'd Lawyer that ask d our Saviour, Maſter what fhall J do to inherit Eternal 


4 | * ? Chriſt did not teach him any abſtruſe Syſtem of ſome modern Sort of Chymical 


Theology, but in ſhort directed him to the Works of Charity, by the Story of a S- 
Go thou and ao 


| likewiſe, 


are the chief Hypocrites in 


= 


od Works, ſhall go into the Kingdom 
in the World, without them: 


: ſtituting a aer Device of Charity to Souls only, inſtead of the more expenſive One 


C3) 


likewiſe, Lale 10. 37. we thou'd bewa e of vein Philoſophy, us the Apoſtle charges 


us, and not diſtract our Selves with ſpeculative Notions, which we cannot under- 
ſtand, as the fatal neceſſity of Events, Hobbs his beloved Doctrine, and many other 
Jogical Ba nters, which we can never either make plain to others, cr our ſelves; but af- 
ter all our pretended Diſcovery and Light, remaining perhaps Children of Darkneſs 


ſtill; if inſtead of following good Works, as the Unum Neceſſarium, we follow. 


every ignis fatuus, or falle Light, of the counterfeit Angel of Light. 


This has nothing to do with the plain Religion of Chriſt : ſo plain, that the way- 


faring Man ſpall not Err therein (ſays the Scripture.) Chriſt's Religion is chiefly a 


practical Religion: nor ſhou'd we inſiſt upon any thing, for the Truth of God, or tor 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, but what has a direct, Meng, and plain Influence upon 
Practice; eſpecially any Doctrine that wou'd in the leaſt take our Eyes off our Work, 


or any wiſe obſtruct Practice: we muſt beware of that, as of the Doctrines of ſe- 


ducing Spirits; which when ſet on Foot, you may be ſure will be pretended to be 
the greateſt Piety and Orthodoxneſs. But this one Mark will diſcover them, if in com- 
mon Senſe, and in moſt People's plain natural Reaſon, they invalidate the abſolute 
neceſſity of good Works, then tis time to ſuſpect that the Father of Lies has pri- 
vately his Hand in the Buſineſs, Thus I have done with the third Obje&ion, about 
that Cavil of buying Heaven. k | m7 1715 WOE 


4. The fourth Objection I ſhall Conſider, is, That Charity ſhould be chieſſy Con- 
verſant about the Souls of People, and if we have a charitable good Will towards their 
Souls, we need not concern our ſelves much for their Bodies. But I anſwer, Chriſt 
has redeemed both Body and Soul: therefore both are to be regarded by us, I 


own, true Charity to Souls is in the higheſt commendable; but it ſhou'd pur 


us to ſome Coſt . as in getting them Schooling, and Inſtruction. And therefore 
providing and maintaining Free-Schools, buying for the pooreſt Sort Books of 
nſtruction, Books of Devotion, Catechetical Books, Bibles, Teſtaments and Com- 


mon-Prayer- Books are great acts of Charity. Twou'd better become the abler Sort 
the one half of their vainer Expences does. 


- 
- 


to give thus to the Poorer, than 


Feeding of Souls no doubt is the higheſt Charity, But when the Body is in want, that 
is the moſt preſſing, and t'other willi leſs take with them then. Our Saviour lays 


the Inquiſition at the Day of Judgment, upon feeding the Bodies, feeding the Hungry, 
cloat hing the Maked, relieving the Sick. They that thus help their Bodies, do certainly 
love their Souls beſt. So I have done in ſhort with that cavilling Evaſion, of ſub- 


to the poor Bodies of our Neighbours. . 


— 


3 de fifth Objection 1 ſhall produce, is, a more material one, that is the danger 


of Impoveriſhing our ſelves, or at leaſt leſſening our Fortunes, by the burden of 
ſuch a large and conſtant Expence, Yearly, during our Life. I anſwer, this is fo far 
from Truth, that I can affirm the quite contrary upon the Teſtimony. of all that ever 
made the Experiment that the Practice of Charity, and that in a high Degree, is the 
ſureſt Means, not only to procure a Stability to what we have, but alſo to encreaſe 
our Fortunes. It is certain, that if any Duty that ever was recommended to us from 
Heaven, can tend to our Felicity either preſent, or future, and Entitle us to any 
Bleſſing from God, or any Reward. either here or hereafter, that muſt be eſpecially 

the Effe of this bleſſed Duty in the Works of Mercy and Beneficence ; which has 
the peculiar. Privilege to be call'd in many places af Scripture by the general name 
of Righteouſneſs ; as if this alone were the ſum and abſtra& of Piety. And it is ſo 
highly advanced, that it may ſeem to be ſometime taken for the diſtinctive Mark, and 
infallible effect of true Repentance, and Converſion unto God, Dan. 4. 27. Break of 


your Sins by Righteouſneſs, and your Iniquitics by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. There is no- 
| — 1 * 6 „„. 70 I E OY 1 M 49 N 


by 


thing. 


| | 1 T4 2 oy . 

thing, nert de the Merits and Blood of Chriſt, that we can do, or perform, ſo pro- 

per and effectual to atone the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, as eB More 
_ ourſelves to thoſe that want, and do expet it from us, and are fome way cualify'l 
for it. For chis is to tranſcribe his Copy, to be Merciful; ar vur Father which is in Hua · 
ven fs Merciſal; to be, as it were, inſtead of God, to thoſe poor Creatures that depend 
2 ſpeak the true Advantages and Benefits of Charity even in this World, accruing 
to che Practicers of it, wou'd be incredible to a carnal Care. I ſhall ſum up the chief 
of them from the Word ef the God of Truth in one fingle Paſſage of Scripture, Pſa» 
41. 1, 2. Bleſſed is he that confidereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver Him in he time of 
Nene, rhe Tord will preſerve him, and keep him alive, and he ſball be bleſſed upon the Earth, 
end be will not deliver bim unto the Will of his Enemies. The Lord will ftrengthen him upon 
the Bed of Languiſbing, and will make all his Bed in his Sicknefs, What can be deſired more? 
is not even his Worldly Fortune here included? The Lord will not only 
him, and keep him alive; but alfo he ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth ; blefled, by the a. 
bundant feturn of that which he hath laid out, which will be fare to come back with 
Intereſt, either in Kind, or in ſome other Bleſſings which are better for us, in this 
very World; for as farely as rhere is a Gold t hat judgeth the Earth, that difpenſeth his 


his own peculiar-Servants, thoſe that obey him in the Works of Righteouſneſs © The 
Tord careth for the Righteous, Tays the Pſalmiſt. He makes God indebted to be his 
 Pay-maſter, - who disburſes on his Account; He that takes Pity on the Poor, lenu- 
erh to the Lord, and that which he hath given, he will pay him again, Prov. 19. 17. And 


#her he be Bond or Free. 8 Good unto others, is but heaping Bleſſings upon 
dur on Heads, and diſperſing to the Poor, is but ſowing a Harveſt for our ſelves to 
reap. — 93 — Apoſtle . to See — 2 Cor. 9. 6. He thuy 
Joweth\ſparingly, ball reap ſparingly, and he that ſoweth plentifully, pall reap plentifully. 
And what a Man ſoweth, that he ſball reap, Galat. 6.7. wats 3 5 p FAY 
Tis a certain Truth, of which we have been aſſured from the riments of men of 
all Ages, who were neither Fools norLiars, that the Practice of chisDuty(withour which 
all our other Endeavours may be blaſted) is the only probable way to obtain a Bleſ- 
ſing, and encreaſe on our Worldly Wealth, if any thing we can perform will 
ever do it. At leaſt it will ſecure us, and ours, from ever Falling under the Scour 
.. of Poverty; unleſs other Neglects of our Chriſtian Duty be committed by us, which 
naturally bring Want, as prodigal and luxurious Riot, and Exceſſes of all Sorts. It 
is the Practicers of ſignal Charity that David calls the Righteous : He hath diſperſed a- 
broad, he hath given to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. And the Righteous 5s 


of the ſame Righteonſneſs, he tells us, Pſalm 37.25. 1 have been young, and now um 

old, yet never ſaw I the Righteous forſaken, nor their Sted begging their Bread. Phat is, 
he never ſaw a ſignally charitable Perſon forſaken, nor his Children in want. For the 
very next Words ſhews who thoſe Righteous are, Verſe 26. The Righteous ts ewer mer- 
ciful, and lendeth, and his Seed is bleſſed. Lendeth, that is, lendeth to the Lord, as Prov. 
19. 17. He that hath pity upon the Poor, lendeth to the Lord. Where Pity and Lending is 
joyn d together, as here Mercy and Lending, The Righteous is ever mertiful, and lend. 
eth,' and his Seed is bleſſed. And I might make the {ame Challenge to ſhew me the 
Man, ſuch a Practicer I fay, whoſe Seed is not bleſſed in this very World, even be- 
yond thoſe of their covetous Neighbours. To this Purpoſe, there is a remarkable 
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ble Miniſter in England, who having a Wife, and many Children, yet had ſpent all that 
_ cou'd be ſaved of his Livings, in Charity, and perhaps. thought to lay up for his Fa- 
p 3 | | FS mily 


Gifts with Equity and Wiſdom, and knows a Reaſon (when we cannot) why he gives 
more to one, than to another; So ſurely the ſame God careth more eſpecially for 


Ephef. 5. 8. e thing any Man dot h, the ſame ſball he rerewe the Lord, hes | 


ever merciful, and lendeth, that is, lendeth to the Lord, by giving to the Poor; And 


Story in ſome of Dr. Hammond's Writings, of one Mr. Hern, a good and very charita- 
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vho received not ſome great and ſignal Bleſſing in this very 


65) 


my in his Elder Years before he ſhou'd Die, but in the milllle of his Years, ſup 


. poſe about Forty, he was removed to a better Preferment in Heaven When'dy. 


Ang, his Wife and Children were ſadly lamenting their poor Cafe; all their Liveli. 


hood being gone by tis Death, he chearfully bade them be of good Comfort: H. 
(ſays he) that God that oth feed the Ravens, will not ſtarve the Hernr, aluding to 
their own Name Herr, which is alfo the name of a certain wild Fowl. * And 
it was ſtrangely obſerved by all the Dwellers in that Part of England, that that Man's 
Wife and Children, by ſome Providences or other, were better provided for, and 
came to greater Fortunes, than moſt of their Cotemporaries, of richer Parents, and 


* 


great Eſtates 


Tis plain alfo, that very charitable Perſons are oftentimes abundantly bleſs'd 
with ſuch ſort of Bleflings as no Wealth can Purchaſe : as Peace, Satisfaction of 


Mind, long Life, good Children, Prudence, Diſcretion and exaltation of Soul above 


this World, and all the Injuries of it St. Jerome is ſaid to have turn'd over Hiſto- 

"ries on purpoſe, and never met in all his Reading, with — merciful Alms- Gi ver 
N FTorld, as the reward o 

ſuch Virtue. Tis clear, there is nothing more poſitively promiſed in all the Scrip- 


Tture, than encreaſe of Bleſſing to liberal Charity, Prov. TI. 25. The liberal Soul ſhall be 


made Fat, and he that watereth, ſhall be water / alſo. himſelf : ¶ For there is that ſcuttereth, 
and yet encrenſerh) Verſe 24. and Prov. 14.4 1. He that hath merty on the Poor, happy is 
he; and moft expreſly, Prov. 28. 27. He that giveth to the Poor, ſhall not lack. Nay, we 
are ſo ſure of a full Reward in this World, that it might make us rather jealous; our 
Recompence here being too great, may leave nothing behind for our better Com- 
fat ion hereafter; which indeed we might be well tempted to think, had we not 


| che ſame infallible Promiſe that we have for this Life, given us for the other Life al- 


Ip ;. anti in the Worttl to come Life everlaſting, Luke 18. 30. They ſhall receirue manifold more 
In this preſent rime, and in the World to come Life everlaſting : And tho they (the Poor) cane 


not Recompence thee (fays Chriſt). hou ſbalt be recompenſed at the Reſurrection 'of the Juſt, 


Luke 14. 14. Oh! the wonderful and amazing great Goodneſs of our gracious God, 
who out of his abundant Mercy, has ordain'd fuch endleſs and eternal Rewards, o- 
ver and above the Bleſſings of this World, for the Practicers of fuch little and tran- 
Fitory Duties. - l 8 85 | 1 e 3 4s ; ; ps : Wd pile nd : 


6. The ſixth Obje&ion offer'd by many, is this - that they ſpend much in goodHouſe- 
keeping, and large plentiful Eating and Drinkrng, which they think Charity enough: 
For many get Bits at the Door, and ſo it ſhou d not be expected that they can make o- 
ther Diſtributions of Charitʒ. FO > _ 


- Tanſwer, Do not even the Heathen and Publicans the fame? What Charity is there 
in cramming.our richer Neighbours, and making them te: | vn. in our Houſes, 
that they may make us fo again in theirs, which is grown To generally the Practice 
in our Country? This is the'Vain-glory of our Times, which ſwallows up moſt of 
all our Effects from better Uſes. . A | E 
And for Bits at the Door, does any one compute exactly how much they give 
Yearly to the Poor that way? Which Computation of what is juſtly due to the Poor, 
All Chriſtians, out of their own Income, ought fairly to make; that they may be 
ſure they do not wrong the Poor of what is their juſt Proportion at leaſt. And 1 
_ ſhewn already that the Vagabond- Door -Beggars are not the trueſt Ob- 
je cs. | | ae... . EO 
Do thoſe great Hovſe:- keepers take our Saviour's Rule? Luke 14. 14.—when they 
make a'Feaſt, not to invite the richer Neighbours, but the Poor and” Needy, for they 
cannot Recompence, bat thou ſhalt. be — at the Reſurrection of the Fuft, And do not 
they often feed perhaps more Dogs than Poor Chriſtians 7 . we 


| "M7 (16) I 1 | „55 
We might certainly expend on our richer Neighbours, at convenient Fim 

dateien for — Endearment and Kindneſs, according to our Ability, of what is 
left, after our Charity-Dues are truly paid; and they cou d reaſonably expect no more 
of us. But to d all the Revenue of the Poor, as well as our own, Mey. to. paſs 
for Noble Houſe-Keepers, is intolerable Folly. This therefore is a moſt fooliſh, proud, 
and ſottiſh Excuſe, for neglecting our neceſfary Penſions to them that are true Ob- 
jeds of our Charity. 5 ey 5 3 


: 7. The ſeventh and laſt Objection I ſhall produce, is much inſiſted on by them 
that flatter thmeſelves, and the World with it: That is, that when they Die, they 
will do great Matters, and therefore whilſt they Live, you muſt Excuſe them. 


+ anſwer,” This when rightly conſider'd, is the moſt unreaſonable Shuffle, in any 
that wou d pretend to be Charitable, that can be: Tis juſt as if I wou'd ſay —— 


given me for their Maintenance, during my Life; but I will defraud the Poor of it, 
whilſt I Live, and when I can Live no longer, I'll leave a certain Pittance on my 
= Heirs or Executors to pay em: Juſt as if J had bargain'd with God Almighty thus 
= ſuffer me to Cheat thy Receivers all my Life long, and when the Time comes, that 
= thou art to take all from me (or me from it) then, when I can uſe it no longer, in 
* 1 my own Appetites, either of Pride, or Covetouſneſs, I will give thee 
fy ome ot it. 5 3 | 


Poor who are my Cotemporaries, and have nothing elſe to Live on, ſhall be ſtarved 
them and me, ſhall have ſome Pittance, at laſt, by my Orders when I am gone. 

I will not deny my ſelf the utmoſt ſtretch of Vanity, Luxury, and Gripeing, that 
m Covetouſneſs, Pride, Pomp, and Pleaſure, can reach to (even with Robbing 


the Poor of their Due) how have I been a Self-denier ? Or which is the ſame Que. 
ſion, how have I been a Chriſtian ? _ 247 JS 


the Duty cf our whole Life paſt. Let rin ney ue . 
A Chriſtian muſt Live a Charitable Life; otherwiſe he is no Chriſtian : Let him 


an indiſpenſable Duty to do more Proportion of Alms on the Day of his Death, than 
he is bound to do each Day of his Life ? = OO. - 

| I knew one of great Fortune (whoſe Station oblig'd him to great Proportion of 
Charity) who declared that when he ſhou'd Die, he wou'd leave Two Hundred 
Pound to the Poor. This perhaps was no more than what he ought to have given e- 
very Year, or every other Year of his Life, for Twenty Years before he died; but 


= cutors, to avoid the Payment. This is the Caſe of many of thoſe mortuary Chari- 
ties. 855 3 
Is not this a moſt ridiculous Device? Tis juſt as if I ſhou'd rob you of your An- 
wal Right all my Life, and when I Die, I will order others to make you a little Re- 
= paration in Part: Which perhaps will come, neither to you, nor your Heirs or Execu- 
WL £ors ; but to ſome one that ſucceeds in your Office, a Stranger to ou and yours. 

4 : 


le ve did not value our Temporal Life more than our Spiritual, we might as rea- 


ow « 


ſonably Starve our Selves whilſt we Live, and propoſe to make one good Meal when 

we are Dying, or never Sow our Seeds in our Land till we are jnſt at our Death, 

but be not deceived, God is of mock'd ; for what a Man ſeweth, that ſhall he reap, 3 
. . ö a 3 An 


+ 
: 
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I owe the Poor a Penſion, laid on me by God Almighty, out of what he has freely | 


But, not to ſpeak of Charity, where is the Juſtice of this fine Contrivance: Thoſe | 
during-my Life ( and their own too perhaps) and then ſuch Poor as Survive, both 


What Self-denial is there in this? The Foundation of all Charity is Self-denial : If 


To Practice ſome ſignal Inſtance of Ams at our Death is certainly very good: For 
better late than never; But certainly that will not be accepted as ſufficient, inſtead of 


ccnclude his Life by Inſtances of the ſame Practice at his Death: But wherefore is it 


5 | when he died, tho he left ſo much in his Will, there was Means found, by his Exe- 


> "as FE 
AL", of 


3 
* VE 
1 he 
2 
n 
GETS 
1 


And thus I have: done with the Cavils and Objections, which Covetouſneſs and 

IV. I am now to conſider the fourth Head propoſed, that is, to ſhew has hits 
Duty, of Alms-Deeds, is the only way to know that we are in the Truth of Chriſtia- 
nity. | g rr n e | SY 


Not that every one who does Alms-Deeds, is certainly in the trueſt Religion (for 
ſome Jews, Turks, and Heathens may do it) but that without it, none can be a true 
| Chriſtian; ſo that tho this is not a true Propoſition, viz. every one that does the Duty 
of Alms. Deeds, is a Tight Chriſtian, yet this other Propoſition is certainly true, w7z. 
every one that does not the Duty of Alms-Deede, is no right Chriſtian”: For tho all 
Alms-Doers are not true Chriſtians, yet all true Chriſtians are 4lms-Doers; who muſt 
exceed in that Duty the general Practice of others that are not true Chriſtians. There 
are two chief Marks of a true Chriſtian, vi. Faith in Chriſt, and Practice according to 
that Faith. If we be in the Faith in Chriſt, and believe his Goſpel, this Duty of 
Alms-Doing is the principal Thing that will aſſure us we are not Hypocrites in that 
Faith, or that will make that Faith have it's true effect, compleat and perfect it, and 
hereby we know that we are of the Truth, and ſhall aſſure our Hearts before him, ſays St. John, 
1 John 3.19. Tis hard to be in the Truth, and not know it our ſelves; and the 
Scripture affords us no other way of knowing it; hereby know we that we are of the 
Truth: Whereby ? By not ſhutting up eur Bowels of Compaſſion to the Needy ; and ſo by 
loving not in Word only, neither iu Tongue, but in Deed and in Truth; as the two foregoing 


* 


Verſes have it. 8 | | 0 
This knowing. that we are then of the Truth, is confirm'd to us by five ſeveral 
Ways, which I ſhall particularly inſiſt on. 9 N 


1. It is confirm'd to us by the very Nature and Definition of Religion, as St: Famer 
defines the pure and undefiled Religion: Which is in the firſt Place, to viſit the Father 
leſs, &c. this ſuppoſes it to be done for Chriſt's ſake, and through Faith in him. The 
Sum of the Law and the Prophets, is the Sum of Religion; our Saviour makes the 
Love of. our Neighbour, through him, to be the whole Purport of the Law and the 
Prophets So do ye unto them, for this is the Law and the Prophets, Matth. 7. 12. 
And who is there that wou'd not have his own Caſe relieved if in want? Chriſt's be- 
loved Diſciple St. John, who, before any, knew his Maſter's whole Mind, has given us 
enough of this Deſcription of true Religion, and how we ſhou'd certainly know it, 
hereby we know, that we dwell in him, and he in us, 1 John 4. 13. The Verſe before it 
ſays, No Man hath ſeen God at any time: If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and 
his Love is perfect in us, and 1 John 5. 2, 3. By this we know that we love rhe Children of 
God, when we keep his Commandments, and principally that of Charity, in loving our 
oor Neighbour, ſo as to Relieve him; otherwiſe tis no Love in God's account: For 


= tis Divine Love the Scripture always ſpeaks of, and hereby we know that we know him, 
9 if we keep his Commandments, Chapter 2, 3. God's Deſcription of Religion, is to have. 
. Mercy rather than Sacrifice, Hoſea 6. 6. And our Saviour gives the ſame, Matt h. 9. 13. 
5 And again, the ſame at another time, Matth. 12.7. Mercy rather than Sacrifice, even the 
8 Chriſtian Sacrifice of Prayer; ſo that we fee Mercy, is the raris*formalis; the moſt 


_ effential Ingredient, in Chriſt's Religion, without which, none can poſſibly have 
true Faith; nor is it poſſible for any to have Mercy (joyn'd with ſuch a Belief of the 
Apoſtle's Creed, wherein he was Baptized, as influences his Life thereby, adding no 
— Articles thereunto) but he muſt by that Mercifulneſs, eſpecially, know that he 
is of the Truth. There cannot be a greater be a in Chriſtianity than Go 
1 Toby 0 8 ö toulneis 


touſneſs, which the Apoſtle calls 1dolatry, twice over, Coleſ. 3 5. And uy Eph. 
5.5. What Covetuouſneſs, then, can be greater than covering God's Due eſpecially 
from the Poor) which every Detainer of it does? | . 


This very Duty, of relieving the Indigent, is, in a ſpecial manner, call'd the 
rr Love, which the Apoſtle ſays; God is not Unrighteous to forget; 
Heb. 6.10. As if God were bound by a more than ordinary Obligation of Juſtice, 
 infallibly, and moſt ſpeedily to reward ſuch Piety as this, which can never paſs, 
Without bringing a Bleſſing on the Head of the Performer. Certainly, if we conſi- 
der, how it s our Saviour's whole Work upon Earth to do Good unto others, AF## 
120.38: who went about doing Good, to exerciſe Charity both to the Bodies-and Souls 
of Men, and joyn this to the numerous and frequent Exhortations to that Duty, in all 
the Diſcourſes of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we cannot but ſee, that as doing Good 
to others, is the nobleſt attainment of Humane Souls; ſo it is the whole Bent, of all 
the Fundamental Doftrines of Chriſtianity ; the chiefeſt Work of the Followers of 
Jeſus. St. Poul ſticks not to ſay, that the very end of the Commandment rs Chariry, 
1 Tim. 1. 5, 6. Hoem which ſome having ſwer ved (ſays he) have turn d aſide unto vain 
jangling. The over Frugal, Covetous, People of this World jangle and wrangle about 
What Religion is; it's a politick Way for ſome of them to think it better to have no 
ood Works at all, than be in danger of truſting to them. Religion, on this account, 
which indeed is Scientia practica, a practical Science) is, in many Places, come to 
that paſs, that ask ſome People what Religion is, you'll find few of them can an- 
wer: They make ſome ſpeculative Buſineſs of it. You'll ſeldome hear from them 
that it is, the ſacrificing to God both our Selves and our Eſftates, a good part of each; in the 
Duties of Alms, Devotion and Purity, through the Faith and Love of Chriſt, and yet this is 
really in effect all the Definition Chriſt and his Apoſtles give us of it. This Sacrifice, 
with which God is well pleaſed ( next that of his Son's on the Croſs) is the only thing 
whereby we know that we are of the Truth. And this is the firſt way inſtanced, whereby 
this Knowledge that we are of the Truth, is confirm'd to us, that is, by the very Na- 
ture — — of Religion. nn Rn PRLt 901-9522 3-2 
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2. This Knowledge that we are of the Truth, then, when we ractice Charity, is 
confirm'd to us by vifible Demonſtrat ion and Experience. Tis plain, no Man was ever 

to Practice it in a high Degree, bur thrived by it. Was ever any Man Read of 

in Scripture to have pleaſed God, who demonſtrated not a high Degree of this Duty 
in his Practice? Job, David, Abraham, the Patriarchs and Prophets. The Devout Cor. 
nelius s, Practice of giving much Almi to the People, St. Peter call'd working Righteouf- 
ng ef a Truth, I perceive that in every Nation (tor he was none of the Jewiſb Nation} 
he that jeareth Gad, aud worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him, AQs 10. 35 "Tis plain, 
that whers People's Treaſure is, there will their Hearts be alſo; and yet nothing more 
evidently proſpers Men, even in this World, than placing their Heart in Heaven, 
by che Practice of chis Heavenly Duty. I told you of the Experiment of Mr. Hern, 
a very Charitable Clergy- Man in Exgland, how God proſper d his Wife and Children 
above all. in the Neighbourhood, when Dying he left them nothing, but that Sen- 
tdence -e Gad who fed the Ravens, will not ſtarve the Herns. There might be 
innumerable Inſtances given of the like, both in the prefent Age, and in 41I Hi- 
| Tory. Thore is one comes juſt now before me, which I am not willing to paſs by. 
Tis in ſhort of an ancient Father, who order'd his Man one Morning to give three 
Ducats, which was all he then had, to a poor deſerving Chriſtian. The Man poli- 

| tickly diſmiſs d the poor Object (who knew not the Maſter's Order) with one Pu- 
| Cat, and he went away highly ſatisfy d, with many Prayers and Bleſſings (a poor Man. 
| Prager, ſays the Scripture, reaches the Ears of God) but that Night, or the next, a Pre- 


ſent 


ſent was ſent the Father, from ſome rich Noble Man, of .a Hundred Ducats, and his 
Man benis examin'd; whether he had certainly given all the three Dicats to the poor - 
Man, and confeſſing he gave but one, O you Fool, ſays he, becauſe you gave bur one; 
it has return'd but one Hundred ; Si enim tres dedifſes, ter centum atcepiſſes ; Tor if you 
had given all the three, you had received three Hundred Ducats. God's Providence 
by all thoſe undiſcern'd Agents and Inſtruments he imperceptibly manages, often 
rings Things to paſs for our Good, by ways that we can give as little account of? 
as of his more apparent Miracles. But this is 4 moſt demonſtrative Evidente, that 
God accepts the Performance, upon which he ſends ſuch Bleflings: © When we find, 
and know, that our ſmall Endeavours are thus acceptable to him, we knoë by a De- 
monſtration of Experience, that We are of the Truth, and hereby we know that we ure 
of the Truth. And a further Demonſtration we have of it, is this, that the Devil, a. 
mong his own Votaries, can diſpence with any thing, but the Practice of Charity: 
Prayer he can make a ſhift to allow them very well (eſpecially long-winded Extem- 
porary Prayers) and ſometimes can give them a Gift of it; as we find by the printed 
Trial of Major Meire in Scotland, who was condemn'd and executed in K. Charles the 
Second his Life time, for Witchery, Inceſt, and Buggery. That he had à Staff given 

him by the Devil, which whilſt he Jeand on, he had the moſt raviſhing Gift of 
Prayer that cou'd be deſired, and by which he did almoſt baffle the Judges, and the 
whole Court, on his Trial. But when ay were inform'd of this Staff, by his Siſter, 
then under the ſame Accuſation for Inceſt with him, who had confeſs'd all; they 
took the Staff from him; and he was confounded, and cou'd ſpeak but like another 
guilty Man. This is Matter of Fact; and tho this Story may be thought Incredible, 
yet I appeal to the Bock of his Trial, printed by Authoritive Licenſe, which T have 
read above Twenty four Years ago. The like Story we have printed in another Bock, 
call'd the American Jexabel, concerning a Woman that was accuſed of Witchery, who J. 
(without the help of any Staff mention'd there) had ſo extraordinary a Gift of Ex- 
temporary Prayer, that the amaz'd all her Hearers, and even ſome of the Church of 
England Clergy that went to hear her: She was not executed, but tranſported to the 
Indies, where the drew ſuch Numbers after her in Amerita (by her Gift) that ſhe was 
thence call d the ri Jena.. RE ns NS 


For the other Duty of Faſting, we know the Devil's Votaries both the Dru7ds 
(among the Heathens) and the Derwiſes (among the Turk,) cou'd, and can, out do, 
at the Severities of monſtrous Faſting, all the ſower Anchorites that ever were in 
Popiſh Cells, or Monaſteries ; fo that we ſee Satan can diſpenſe even with Praying 
and Faſting, but the Duty of Charity in Alms-Giving, he can never away with: That 
is fo dire&ty contrary to his Nature, to do fo much good to the Poor of Mankind, 
whom he hates moſt, that he cannot poſſibly diſpenſe with, ſuffer, or promote, fuck 
Sacrißces, with which God is well pleaſed ; ſo that well might the Apoſtle ſay, the great. 
eſt of theſe is Charity. But when ſome that are not wholly under Satan's Empire, but 
rather Neuters, as Phariſees, or Hypocrites, will needs be doing fome little thing. of 
Alms, Satan will endeavour to pervert the —_— of it, that ir ſhall not be intended 
for the Good of Mankind, nor the Good of C wriſt's Church. Therefore when we 
know, that our Deſign is right, fot the Good of Chriſt's Church, and what we hear- 
tity and bountifully do of this, is for the Love of Chriſt, and in Obedience to his 
Command, for Charity or Love to his Church, and for Mercy and Bowels to his 
poor Brethren; and that we ſee the falſe Enemy of Mankind, cannot imitate us in 
this, we have then ſuch a Demonſtration as may make us know, that we are of the 
Truth, and hereby we know that we are of the Truth. „ OR THY AW 
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3. This brings me to the third way, by which this Knowledge is confirmed to 
us that we are then of the Truth, when we Practice Charity; that is, by the 
Teſtimony of our own Heart or Conſcience within us. F our Heart condemn us not 
(fays St. John) in the ad Verſe after that, hen have we Confidence towards God. The 
Heart and Conſcience is here the ſame thing, and if our Conſcience condema us not 
of Unſincerity or Hypocriſy, in this Practice, nor yet of the Neglect or Omiſſion 
of it, which is the greateſt Hypocriſy of all; then we have Confidence towards God. 
Then are we ſure and know, that we are of the Truth; if our Conſcience teſtifies 
to us, that we do his Duty, and that what we do is ſincerely done; then we need 
not fear the condemnation of all the Covetous, Cenſorious, Envious, preciſe Hypo- 
critesin the World ; if our Conſcience can truly tell us, that we have truſted our 
Money with Chriſt, out of Confidence in his Promiſes. This is, indeed, contrary 
to them who, will not truſt Chriſt for their Money ; but only for free Promiſes (as 
they love to inſiſt on) or for any Scheme, or Thing, that will not put them under 
the Neceſſity, or danger of loſing any of their Mammon: They'll ſooner venture that, 
as we ſee they frequently do, to the hazard of the mercileſs Seas, than to him. If 
our Conſcience can bear Teſtimony to our ſelves, that we ſo love Chriſt, as. to obey his 
moſt pinching Commands, in the true Love of. our poor Brethren, for his ſake, and 
Practice a Self-denial.on our ſelves, that we may be the better able to Relieve them; 
and wou'd rather work with our. Hands (as the Apoſtle charges) than not have where- 
with to give him that needeth, Epeſ. 4.28. If our Conſcience can teſtify this for us, 
and that we do accordingly Practice this Duty in a good, reaſonable, Chriſtian Mea- 
Cure, according as God has bleſſed us; then our Knowledge, that we are of the 
Truth, is this way confirm'd to us, and hereby we know that we are of the 


4. A fourth way, by which this Knowledge is confirm'd: to us that we are, 
when we practice Charity, then in the Truth, is, by the witneſs of all Pious, Wiſe, 
and Good Men, both of the Primitive and our own Church; 4 Cloud of Witneſſes, 
to aſſure us, and make us know we are of the Truth, _ . WT 8 


All the Pious: Writings of the bleſſed Primitive Fathers, and Martyrs, do abound 
with this Doctrine of Charitable Alm, which takes up more of their practical Trea- 
tiſes than any one Thing, or Duty, whatſoever. St. Cyprian has writ a whole Trea- 
tiſe, De Eleemoſyna, of Alms. St. Chryſoſtome has abundance about it, St. Auguſtine 
fays, Via cæli pauper eft, that the very way to Heaven, is the poor Man. Tis true, 
Chriſt ſays, he himſelf is the Way, and the Life ; but St. Auguſtine's Expreſſion, does 
Not contradict this, for Chriſt, it's true is the high Way, the great Way; but when 
People.go to the high Way from their own Habitations ſeverally, they muſt take the 
{ſmaller path Way firſt, which leads to the high Way; and this is St. Auguſtine's 
Meaning, that by the poor Man's Houſe is the path Way to Chriſt, who is the great 
high Way indeed. They all agree, that rich Men are but God's Stewards: We 
mou d therefore think that Stewards ought to have but Receiver's Fees; but God 
gives them all, and expects but Receivers Fees from them, for bis own poor Families 
and Dependants: Is it not a monſtrous Ingratitude to deny him that? And yet that, 
ox perhaps, ten times as much, is freely given to Drinking, Gameing, Pomp, Riot, 


a a > 
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Luxury, : or Extravagance. 


Our Church of England bears Teſtimony with the Primitive Church - not only in 
all her moſt famous Writers (among whom Dr. Hammond, Dr. Taylor, Dr. Cave, and ſe- 
veral others, have ſo zealouſly inſiſted on this Duty, that they ſeem to . 
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had ſome. A e Phyſicians; that were able ta purge them of. this ſo peſtilent aun 


„ brings ir Bodi es ade > eats : FOE 
eine 9 all thels Witnelſes . (which I think may well be call'd a Cloud of 
Witneſſes indeed) is one ſure way of confirming to us our Knowledge, that we: 
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* 


<< vw *£ 


Works, and the Labour. As porticularly in the 19th: Verſe. of the 2d Chapter, 
I know thy Works, and Charity, and Service, thy Faith and Patience, and thy Works, that: 
the laſt. be more than the fiſt. (God grant ours may be ſo, I am ſure we have need 
on't) and in the 23d Verſe, A the Churches ſhalt know, that I am be that ſearcheth the 
Reins. aud the Hearts, and will give to euery one of you according ta his Mort. We find 
When a Learn d Lawyer (as I inſtanced before) ask'd our Saviour, What ſbull T do, 
ro iußerit Eternal Life, he directed him to Works of Charity, by that Example of 
the good Samamtan's to a wounded Stranger, with the diſmiſs, Go thou and do like 
wiſe. And again, when a young Man ask'd him what he ſhou'd do to have Eter- 
nal Life, he bade him, Sell that thou haſt, and give to the Poor, and thon ſhalt bave 
Treaſure in Heaven, and follow me, Matth. 19. 21. Tis true, Chriſt bade him felb 
all, and thô that is not the Duty of all Chriſtians, yet we (ee hereby, what a value 
Chriſt puts on Charity. And Sr. Peter tells hh this is the way to wake our | 
; ana 


nd Eleffion ſure, by. giving Di 


„ Things, + Peter 1.10. For if ye-db 
theſe Thing ye bal auer fall; for ſo aff Entrante ſball be "iniftred unto you abun- 
_ fantly into the everlaſting Kingdom 'of our Lerd and Sauhur Feſus Chrift, And what 
thoſe Things are, by the doing of which, we ſhou'd make: our Calling and Ele- 
Sion ſure: We are told by the foregoing Verſes, among the reſt, Brorherly 


* Kindneſs; and N the reſt it ſeems were all defective, and ſomething ſtill to 
be added: u ro Faith Nartue (ſays the 5th Verſe) and to Mrtut Knowledge, and ro 
' Knowledge: Temperance, '\and to Tempipanct Patience, and te Patience Gollineſs, and ro 
_- Gadllindſr brotherty n finiſhing Stroak of Perfection; 
nothing more is added to them? For, ſays the very nett Words (Which mul 
% principally relate to the two laſt named, Brotherly Rinaneſ and Charity) if theſe 
Fung, be, and abound in you, they make you, that' you jball neither be barren, nor un- 
— "-feuitful in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; which particular Expreflion, can- 
not poſſibly relate to all che foregoing Duties named; for Knowledge is named 
before among the reſt; and it won d bè a Soleciſm, or Tautology, to ay, that 
Knowledge wou'd make you not be unfruitful in Knowledge; and indeed All the 
Chriſtian Duties are abovrnamed too, and 'twou'd be needleſs to fay that all theſe 
wou d make you not to be Barren therefore that maſt be applied only to the rwa 
laſt Things there named, Brotheriy Kindneſs, and Charity, without which in ed all 
our — will be barren, and unfruitful. And whereas we/ are commanded 
to give Diligence to do theſe Things; tis certainly in our Power; through Grace, 
to do them: Otherwiſe, twou'd be in vain to be bid to give Diligence; to do 
what we cannot do, ſo that it muſt be in our Power. God hath put it in our 
Power to enſure our Election, by thus doing: For F yon di theſe Th; von Ball 
neuer fall. And as this is the only way to make our Election ſure, Þ it is the 
certain way to make us know it is ſure: It is ſo certainly the Foundation of our 
knowing we are of the Truth, that the not doing thus, is the ſure way to know 
we are not of the Truth, ſo long as we negle& this Practice: For there may be a 
falling from the Truth, after we are fure we are in it, if we fall from our Chri- 
ſtian Practice again. If Man draw. back, my Soul bath no Pleaſure in him, ſuys 
God, "ris he that endureth unto the End ſpall be ſaved. Nay, a Man may be ſo fat 
fure of his being of the Truth, as to have his Name written in the Book of Life, 
and yet upon falling back finally from his Duty, may have his Name blotted out 
1 Book of Life again, as Rev. 3. 5. I will not blot his Name out of the Book of 
| Life, compared with the 22. 19. where he takes out of the Book of Life, and 
| Exod. 3 3. 33. Him will I blot out of my Bogk, and other Places to the ſame Purpoſe. 
So that only ſo long as we continue in this Chriſtian Duty of charitable Practice, 
pong we are ſure of our Condition, and know we are then of the Truth. For 
that we are ſo then, the whole Word of God confirms to us in the higheſt man- 
ner Nay, tis ſo full, plain, and abounding in this, that perhaps there was never 
the like number of Texts to be brought for any thing. For further Evidence of 
which, I may refer to the large Sermon I laſt Year publiſh'd on this Subject, con- 
cerning the Practice of Charity to the Poor - This may ſerve inſtead of a ſecond 
Edition, to above half of it, the firſt being all diſpoſed of. By what Scriptures 
I have here offer d, it may abundantly be ſeen, how the Teſtimony of the Spirit 
of God, the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking to us in the Divine Scripture, does moſt infal- 
Hibly confirm this Knowledge to us, that whilſt we Practice this Chriſtian Duty 
we cannot but know we are of the Truth. Thus I have ſhewn the five Ways 
whereby the certain Knowledge is confirmed to us that when we thus fin. 
cerely Practice, we are, then, of the Truth. 


Firſt, By the very Nature ang 
Definition of Religion. Secondly, By viſible Demonſtration and Experience of 


. the Providential Rewards that follow it. Thirdly, By the Teſtimony of 1 own 
285 . „ 0 Hearts, 


* 
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Hearts, and Conſciences, Fourthly, By the Teſtimony of all Piois, Wiſs, ana 
Good Men. Fifthly, By the Teſtimony of the Spirie oF Tod. The Holy Ede 


>. ſpeaking to us in the Divine Scriptures. And all theſe five Ways (which give us 


=» as much Certainty, each of them ſingly, as any Heart can deſire) do 3 | 
| cur to afcertain us, and confirm this | vr that (whil Sp 22 Qice) 
we are of the Truth, and hereby we know that we are of the Truth. „5 


If we, therefore, who call our ſelves Chriſtlans, do deſpiſe or neglekt this Grin. 
ipal Law of Chriſt ; ſince be thar deſpiſed Moſes Loo bed Si * 
will become of us ? My Chriſtian Brethiren, if we reſect this, *tis not my Advice v 
rejekt, but God's : For I am very ſure, that they who, wou d diſlike this, muſt 584 
another ſort. of Scripture, than ever we have yet ſten; befote this can, with any 
Colour of Reaſon, be denied, to be the clear Revelation of the Will of our Cod, 
and the indiſpenfable Doctrine of Chriſt out Saviour... 


If chere be any among. us, to whom the Labour 1 have beſfowed; ön this Sub. 
1 rey * „ by what has been ſald; I have dene 
with ſuch. 1 have only this Comfort left II have delivered my den Soul; 

The Lord be Merciful ro us all1I.. e 718158 5 
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Conference between the Soul and the Body, Concept the preſent. and 


Lo 


* future State: Shewing how different the general Practice of Religion 


” KL @ ad + Fi gat | "EP 8 r . 4 n . s 
not is ffom that of the firſt Chriſtians, enden printed by” J. Downing, 


8 . 4; BRAY | : 
for Nachard Smith. WT „ 4 2 2 | — IN * SE LOW 6 Tha : 28 0 "ay ZI Were 6 
An Anſwer to Mr: gibs Book, about his Tranſlation to Heaven without 


8 Death, Se. upon occaſion of which, the true Nature of Saving Faith, the true 


Goſpel Repentance, and the Soul's Immortality (all by him Ignorantly abuſed, 
and too often by many others) are plainly ſtated and clear d. Dublin printet. 
A ſhort. View of the Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. Dublin printed. 
- A Reply to Mr; X's Anſwer to the ſhort View of Tranſubſtantiation. Pullis 
A Brief Reply to N.C's modeſt and true Aecount, c. 10 far as concerns his 
Anſwer to Archbiſhop Tillotſon s Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantiation. Dublin 
printed by A. Rhames. | 8 | | | 
- The Popiſh falſe Notion of the Catholick Church, with a ſhort Account of the 
dangerous Uſurpations, and treaſonable Deſigns and Practices of Popery. Dublin 


50 printed by John Brocas. 


Some Brief Remarks on the Subtilty and Craft of the Romans: Wherein moſt 
of their fraudulent Devices are laid open. Dublin printed for John Mare. ; 

An Anſwer to a Popiſh Book of J. S. call'd a Treatiſe plainly ſhewing the only 
Religion, c. Dublen printed by A. Rhames. 3 

An Anſwer to Irwin mac Culagh's Popiſh Net for the Fiſhers of Men. Dublin 
printed by S. Powel. | ES ds 12 3 2 1 
A_ Catechiſm compoſed as an Antidote againſt Popery. Dublin printed by 


— * 2 4 


. Powel. 


A School Catechiſm for the Charity Scholars, to read after they have Learn'd 
the Church Catechiſm, with the Addition of Youths Poems. Dublin printed by 


Er — 


S. Powel. The 2d Edition. | 


* 


A Day's Preparation for the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, fitted for 


the plaineſt Capacities of thoſe that have leaſt Time, of all, to attendiSacred Du- 


ties: With Directions and Prayers, before, at, and after Receiving. The 2d Edi- 
tion. Dublin printed by S. Powel. | og 880 
4 A 1e Sermon for the Practice of Charity in Alms-Deed. Dublin printed by 
. Powel. ; MM | he | 
The Death-Bed Repentance fully conſider' d, proving that no meer Death-Bed- 
Repentance can be Effectual for wicked Chriſtians, but only to leſſen their Dam- 
nation: And fully anſwering all Objections hitherto met with. Dublin printed by 


A. Rhames. =: | ; | 8 
A Conference between Two Friends, a Calviniſt and Church of England Man, 


about Predeſtination, Dublin printed by S Powel. 


Short Notes on Dr. Edward's long Book of, Veritas Redux. Dublin printed by 4 
Rhames. | | | ; | 5 

An Anſwer to the Apology of Mr. Sam. Henry, (who ſtiles himſelf) Diſſenting 
Miniſter at Sligo. Dublin printed by A. Rhames, * _ 3 

A Method of Charity-Schools, recommended for giving a Religious Education, 
2nd way of Livelihood to the poor Children in Velaud, & c. Dublin printed by 4. 
R hames, 3 . A 
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raum | , for giving, | oth aReligious Edu- > 
cation, and Way of ivelihood to the 20 OR 
* CHILDREN in 1 1 * 


O WI am come to the main Propoſal, which 
is the chief End, all T have ſpoken to already, 
in my foregoing Diſcourſe of Charity in Alms- 
Deeds, aims at; which was but Preparatory 
— "© to this Charity, towards the POO R- CHI L- 
DREN; the chief ſort of Alms-Deeds, now, wanting in 
the World. This is clearly deducible from our Saviour's 
Words, John 21.15. Feed my Lambs: He firſt commanded 
this, before he ſaid Fred my Sheep. To begin, therefore, 
at the right end, we muſt begin at his Lambs, whom he 
commanded to be fed, with the Food of Saving Knowledge, 
the Food of Eternal Life; that they might not Periſh, — 
Bi 140 20H ee j 


lack of Knowledge, as God complains by the Prophet, Z7oſea 
4.6. My People are deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge. And 
Without this Care, in their Schooling and Education, Chriſt's 
poor Lambs muſt, unavoidably, Periſh for lack of Know- 


ledge. _ LF. - r 
Ie will not be in the Power of the Clergy, to ptevent this 


Deſtruction, unlefs the People, of this Nation, provide that 
the LAMBS of Che be put into a Capacity of being In- 
ſtructed: What does it ſignify to have Teachers, if their 
Flock be not enabled to underſtand and attend their Inſtru- 
D 
The povr naked Wretches (who are the moſt Numerous 
of all the Children in this Aingdom) deſpair, and are hope- 
leſs (through Cold and Shame) of any other way of Liv- 
ing, than by turning Vagabonds, Beggars and Thieves: How 
can'zbeſe (as we ſee they do not) come to hear and learn 
S T7 Ei. 
The great Advantage, and Excellency, of this fort of 
Charity, to the poor Children, which no other can equal, will 
be indiſputably evident to any one, who conſiders theſe few 
e $75 


Firſt, That this is the beſt Means to Tave both the Bodies 
and Souls of thoſe we give it to: For as to their Bodies, it 
puts them into a way of Livelihood, by freeing them from 
Nakedneſs, Cold, Hunger, Priſon and Gallows : As to their 
Souls, tis an unqueſtionable way of Salvation. l 


Secoudly, It ſaves Us and our Poſterity from being robbed. 
For they, who, when they were Young, had nothing to de- 
pend on, except that Law of Chriſtian Charity, by which 
the Providence of God aſſigned them on us for Livelihood 
and Education, will, when they grow up to be Numerous 
and Able, revenge our Uncharitableneſs, towards their ten- 
der Years, by Robbing us, and Stealing from us, what they 
can. The Xing of the World, the Lord of Hoſts, our Lord 


: Jeſus, 


| Jeſus; has billered' chem on — eau uttows! thein his Kings- 
Rent : Shall we rob them? Mull u Mam rob Gods Says the 
Lord, by the Prophet, Malachy 3. 8. Jet ye have robbei me. 
And tho it be faid there, in Tythes and Offerihgs; yet the 
Tythes and Offerings of the poor Mal ate included in them. 
The Third part, Tyches (which belonged. to che Poor,. as I 
have already ſhewn from Heutr. g. 28. Was, as well as other 
Tythes, robb d from God by thoſe coveteus People: There- 
fore he tells them Ie are — with'a Curſe; for ye have 
robbed me, even this whole Nation. If we defire to ſave our 
ſelves from this Curſe, and from being robbed of. all we have 
(and of our Lives, in all , Probability, on the Lives of 
our Poſterity.) We muſt, certainly, do this: Duty—— — —of 
providing for the. poor Children.” 4 2 
Is not every one of us deſirous to provide for Poſtericy” 2 
They. who have no Children, if they have any Honeſty (or 
even Humanity) do not willingly condemn'iths Poſterity of 
their Families to Ruin: For, then, ſome of their Relations, 
or Friends, muſt ſuffer. How earneſt” are All People to pro- 
vide Fortunes for their Children? Ought they not, then, to - 
conſider that the poor Children of the Narion, who have no 
Subſiſtence, are, at preſent;” much more numerous than the 
Richer, who have ſome Livelihood ? Twenty or thirty Vears 
hence, | the Over- proportion will be much greater, becauſe 
the preſent poor Ones (and their encreaſing Poſterity) muſt be, 
then, more exquiſite,” and eſtabiſhed; in their growing Vil | 
lany and Roguery, through Ignorance, Idleneſs, Want, and 
Deſperateneſs: Therefore the more Fortune an honeſt Man 
leaves his Child, the ſooner he is made a Prey to cheſe bar- 
barous People, and has his Throat cut for it. For my part; 
I think, I might almoſt as ſecurely venture my Children to 
dwell among ſo many Savages; as among fuch a Generation, 
as this Nation is like to have in Twenty or Thirty Years: 
more, unleſs we give honeſt Chriſtian eee ee and Lies ; 
hood, to the Poor Children. Ry 
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neſß and ill Example ruin all- 


time to do now, if ever) thus 


 {({afs)) 
A 2. 1 


Thirds, alt Hayes bur hole: Nation and Government from 


| Deſtruction... The Rebellion of wicked People, when they 


gowetoo many for us, mult end in Deſtruction. There is no 


' Kingdom, in Furope chat has any proſpect of Stability: (and 
that has not an aal Wat in tlie Bowels of it) n in 0 il a 
Cafe, as wennũä are, Mich reipedt to chis Matter : For our 


Pod Children: unprovided for, ate more Numerbus, by fat, 
in Proportion, than thoſe of any other Nation. Others make 
ſome Proyiſion, either by Sea, or Land, for moſt of the 
poorer: Sort; ſueh as may briug up their Children to Induſtry, 

and te gettißig theit L ivelihbod; but we ler all irnn into Idle- 
neſs, Immeralicy, Debauchery, | Villany, and, at laſt, una- 

voidable Rebellion. Vagabonds, ſturdy Beggars, Thieves, 


Robbers, High-way-Men, Raparces or Tories, Houghers, 
Murderers and Rebels, do all ſpring from want of honeſt Edu- 
cation, and Ex 


mployments, to live by; Ignorance, Want, Idle- 
Ih \Tis impoſſible for any King- 
dom to tontinue in Peace or Order, when wicked Subjects 
are increaſed to! ſuch a Degree, as to be able to deſtroy the 
honeſter Sort, and bting the whole Government into Conſu- 
Hon, wich Number of Hands. They are ready to joyn wich 
forcign! Eusmies, and to raiſe domeſtiek Rebe Hons upon af oc 
caſſons e Therefore our National Goverament (and conſe- 
quently our Liberties, Propertics, Laws, Religion and Lives) 
can nev et ſubſiſt long, without pr oviding for the Education 
and Livelihood of chaſe poor Olildren. Other Marions, Strang 
ers to us, Will not Believe, how much the People among us, 

es. > Moſt of theſe | (even in our own 


are worſe: than Hr 
Kingdom) who | conſtantly: refide in DNB LIN (or other 
civilized Cities) and have not ſeen the Country, can ſcarce 
give Credit to the Relations of the monſtrous Barbarity of all 
arts of the Coantry diſtant from them. This will not only, 
always, continue ſo; but grow worſe : Every new Generation 
producing: a new. Rebellion; unleſs we do ( which tis high 
c provide for the Education and 
Livelihood of the poor Children. Kg | 
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 Pourthly, 


- 


Ho again, when Chriſt comes to Judge the World hen 


often, muſt continue ſo, on Pain of Death e For otherwiſe, if 
they alter their Cuſtom, - tis propable, they'll Die; They 
who are uſed to Whoreing, can ſcarce, tho their Lives lay at 
Stake; leave it off: 'Fhey that are uſed to Chratim, Ding. 

42 - 5 - 5. 5d Thieving, 


: . 


" Thieving, Envy, Malice, Swearing and Evil-Speaking can, with 


as much Eaſe, take Pleaſure in {tripping off their Skins, as 


= 


di veſtin 8 themſelves of : thoſe Vices. I ever they do it, dis 


| with great Pain and Difficulty; as hard, ſometimes, as 


For the Black-moor to change his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots, 
Jerem. 13. 23. Children, as the Word of God aſſures us, are 
like /oft Wax, which will receive any Impreſſion. you firſt put 


on 1 Frals upa CHILD in the way he ſbou d go, when, 


he is. Toung, and when be is Old, be will not depart from it, 
Prov. 22. 6. If ever we hope, therefore, to reform rhe World, 


tis to- theſe. ( among thoſe already caltd Chriſtians) we muſt 


apply ak our Labours. Heathens, os Pagans, might be con- 


verted at Elder Age; but they wha in Chriſtianity, are long 


hardened in Wickedneſs, are much more Incurable: Becauſe 


_ they have fo nog reſiſted the Ordinances of God, and, in a 


7 


pect, or hope for Sueceſs, in bringing any Numbers of Chri- 
ſtians to that Virtue, to which they have.not already attain. d; 


- 


manner, done Deſpite to the 1 Lag of Grace. If ever we ex- 


it muſt be among the Children. For very few of them, eſpe- 


cially among the poorer. Sort, if due Education were given to 
them, wou d fail. And this muſt be the way, if ever Chri- 


© Kianity be retrieved. 


; 
| 
7 
* 
1 
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; 


So that I may, with all Aſſurance, ſay, This is the 


only way towards the Reformation of Manners ; ſo much lately 


endeavoured; but with too little Succeſs, for want of this. 
No Societies, or Combinations, in the behalf of Virtue, will 


| eyer, effectually, prevail, without this. 


Had this been generally begun, when the other commen- 


 dable Societies for Reformation of Manners did begin, Twenty 


Years ago, we ſhoud now have had Forty Thouſand Chri- 
ſtian Men, from e thoſe Children; who had not bowed | 


unto. Baal; but been Virtuouſly bred up, from their Child- 


hood.. And theſe Forty Thouſand wou d, now, be all Men 

Gor ſhall hereafter prove that Two Thouſand Boys wou d 
early be ſer. out, from thefe Schools, in this Kingdom, ac- 

cording tg. this Method) Militating in our Nation, for God 


and 


— 
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while he was $5 ang aft eee 

gelial cou d ſtand before Yes an Army as: oo Drown NG hn 

ſtians, when their Hands wou d. be 30 ynd-with-choſe, wle 

yer remain Zealous for the Lord of Hoſts; in our Mas 
Eugland is grown righgly Senſible of ehis, at laſt; and as they 

gave us the firſt Example of thoſe worthy! 

Reformation of Manners : ſo they, now, ad giving us abun- 


dant Examples of this true, and only, laſt Remedy to deſtroy 


_— the Root. Their 
ndred, as I am Cre: 


Vice effectually, and pluck up Binn 
Charity- Schools are already near Fiv 
dibly inform d. What x ur we doing then 3 Can we ſtand till 
and ſee Immorality and Prophets. ſettle it felf in our 


Land, to future Ages; by taking Poſſeſſien of our Children: 
Shall we ſuffer prodigious Vices, endleſs Wenn and Divi- 


ſions, to be entailed on our Poſterityʒ : 
Were People generally, from: thei Youth; red to Ho: 
neſty, Piety and Virtue, falſe Religim (as welllas Vice) ied 


abſolutely be baniſh'd from amongſt Chriſtians: .The growelt 
and Se 1 


of Immorality and Vice ſupports both Poper 
niſm. Poper y, on the one hand, is: ſupported by ir 
caufe wicked Livers can hope to be faved no other way * 
by the Maſſes and Charms of their Clergyl 80 on 


the other hand, is ſupported by it; becauſe ſome Squeamiſſi 
People make the viſible growth of Dehauebery and Tl Tie an 


Excuſe for Separating from us; pi to: 2 purer Or- 
dinances; at the ſame time Spiritual. Pr 3 — are 


as rampant on their fide, as open Debauchery is on the Popiſſt 


fide: For their Spiritual-Pride and Hyparify (tagether W. 
their tearing the Body of Chriſt by Separation) end in equal 
Miſchief with Popery, and as much forward our deſtroyin 


one another by: * and Parties, as the very Worſt and 
moſt abominable Hereſy coud do. A pros 4 divided a- 
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N ow; Ithink, as ſhou'd need no more to convince, any 


| willing Heart, not only of the great Advantages and Excel- 
lency of this ſort vf Charity, above all others; but alſo of 


the abſolute Neceſſiry” of thus Educating, and Providing for, 


Hur poor Children, on pain of our own Zemporal, as well as 


Eternal, Condition. But becauſe I wou'd omit nothing that 
I chink may be uſeful to the „Err this _y 4 that 


| Nane ele few —_— 
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128 Ef, * Mall here e the: Poſiſeripe: 6f che 150 menti- 
on d Sermon for Charity (printed above a Year ago) becauſe 
it contains ſomething Pertinent to the Matte. 
A econdly, I ſhall here Publiſh the Addreſs I peefented: to othe | 
Fuſtices; and Gentlemen, of the Grau- Jury for the County of 


A LIEO E, at the General Aſſizes held at Sligoe, about the 
time the Houghers were Troubleſome to us, which my Un- 
wWorchineſs, Ithank God, has not hindred from being ſo Suc- 
ceſabn 1 Schools have deen fince ere@ted in che 


* e £ 
ES. 


_ — 4 Waere an [Aczouge of the Charity-Schools al 


n raiſed; and others in Proſpect to be ſoon up, in Con- 
ranght; together with the Methods for 1 and che re 
Aar Charge of cack Scholar. BOL 
Hourehiy, I. hall conclude, and unte Whole, wits 
her . moſt Gracious MAJESJIES Letter, to the Arch-biſhop 
of Canterbury, publiſh'd laſt Year, in the Publick Prints, which 
Letter encourages Charity-Schools. A Letter which for the 
| admirable, and extraordinary Wiſdom.and Piety of it, is wor- 
thy to be re rded in Letters of 6 N and cranſinitred 1 to 
eker, C Ne Ki: ea MA 


— 


vu, The aboye-mention'd Poſteripe i is chus i * 43 30 

Vince this was — to the preſ (b; rank moſt of: it t prikted, | 

there came a Book to my Hands, which I knew nothing 

of before, printed in London, containing a Sermon for Charity, 
HC | 3 Preachpd 


1 
* 


6. 
* 


. 


Preached by 


8 


he Reverend 


* 
0 


ed in England, Wales, and Ireland, for poo? Children; which I 


own. I never knew, nor heard any thing of, before. It has 


been the Occaſion indeed of a mighty Joy and Satisfaction 
ro me, to find how the ſame good Spirit has Influenced, as it 
were with one Heart, and one Mind, fo many diſtant People, 

even in divers Nations, to Conſpire as it were, in the ſame 
ſort and diſtinct Practice of ſo High and Bleſſed a Charity, 
as no other Sort can equal. And much What with the very 
fame particular Circumſtances in all the Management, as to 


Cloathing, Schooling, Pious Diſcipline, and ſetting the Chil- 


dren out Apprentices, or to ſome honeſt Livelihood in the 
World, after their Education is perform'd. Which to my cer- 
tain Knowledge is done by ſome in 7re/and, in every of thoſe 
Particulars exactly, which that Book informs us many of the 
| beſt Schools are regulated by, without ever knowing or hear- 
ing one Syllable that the like was ever done by others before, 

ox that ever there were any ſuch Schools at all. But I con- 


feſs L was more than a little Troubled to find Ireland fo 15 N 


ſhort of Wales it ſelf; that for Thirteen of ſuch Schools in 
Wales, there is but Three named in reland. Tho we of 7re- 
land have much more cauſe of Expreſſing our Gratitude to the 
Lord, for his Signal Deliverances of us, upon .whom the 
hole Storm of the Civil Wars lay in our late Troubles. And 
as we had then but a bad Character with our Neighbour Na- 
tion of Ewgland, who called us Generally the Proud J 
May the Lord give us ſuch a Heart as may alter that Sti c 
now, and make them call us the Charitable 7r/h 


w, and call us the iſh: Which in 
_ deed can never be done, whilſt ſo much of our Subſtance runs 


out in the Sluces of Luxury, and Vanity, and ſo little in the 


Bleſſed Works of Charity. I earneſtly deſire all, whom-my 
Inconſiderable Words can Influence, to read over that Book 
above named, Printed and Sold by Foſeph Downing in Bartho, 
lomew-Cloſe;: London, with Dr. Gaſtrel's Excellent Sermon P 


e »d Dottor FRANCIS GASTREL. And | 
thereum is Annexed an Account of Charity-Schaols lately Predt- 


Fre- 
fix d. And J hope God will move their Hearts to follow fome. {| 
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IT Think it no leſs than my bounden Duty to Endeavour all 
II can, for the publick Good; in Comparifon of which 1 
count my own private Advantage as — — Ibis is it, 
Which makes me venture to Trouble you with theſe few. Con - 
fiderations.. We are all under the lame deſire, of having our 
Selyes and our Poſterity ſettled in Peace and Happineſs in this 
Nation: which withour the Bleſſing of God, can never be ef- 
_ feed. And it is evident, nothing can oblige God's Provi- 
. dence to Eſtabliſh us in ſuch Felicity, ſo much as the Duty of 
Charity to thoſe poor Souls he has left among us, without 
Iny other Dependance, for their Education in any way of Ho- 
neſty and Goodneſs, than our juſt diſpenſing of a ſmall 
Proportion, which is a juſt Debt from us — io out of 
that comfortable Lot he has allowed to us in the World: Which 
might, without too much pinching our own Fortunes (nay, 
Which may be ſpared out of our very ſuperfluous and extrava- 
gant Expences ) bring them up in a Chriſtian Education, and 


* 


put them in a way to ſubſiſt Honeſtly in the World, and be 
ufeful Subjects ro the Commonwealth. The Neglect of this, 
is moſt evidently the Cauſe of all our preſent Dangers in this 
_ "Kingdom ; it has neceſſitated ſo many to turn Vagabonds and 
Thieves, and to run into all Wickedneſs, ready to ee 
8 ; others, 


34) 


ochers, and a age By I whick — — did 
permit, it wou ut a udgment for our Neg boch 
of. the Souls and Bodies of Poor, whom God haas leit | 
us, to take Care of, by the Law ref: Nature and efpeaatly 
by the very Fundamental Law of Chriſtianity Nee, 
rity, — — in the Scripture, the falfilling of the Lan. 
Nov it is plain, that this Duty is ſo caſy, that if every .oind 
a gave no more to that Uſe, than what was commande x0 that 
ard-hearted People che Fews, in the Law of God by Moſes; 
which was @ Thirtieth Part, ani makes no more chan Eight 
Pence per Pound of our Coin. This, or much leſs than this, 
wou d Cloath and Educate all the paur Nouchs in the Nation, 
and ive them Three Pound a. piece, after, to ſet chem to ſome 
Occupation in the World. Tis (clearly. and evidently 
— — by the loweſt: L e great Median 
that Sixteen, Thouſand poor Boys wou d be ſo maintained ar 
once in this Kingdom ; and conſequently Two Thouſand poor 
Boys wou dhe thus ſet out every Near: This in Twenty Y cars 
wau d be Forty Thouſand; and that it (elf would be Number 
enough to Ballance for, or againſt; che Covernmenc, 10 as to 
put us either in Safety or — r 
Gentlemen, you ite the Calc we are now in; and its a mar- 
vil we are not in a worſe already; which indeed we cou d 
hardly be in, without actual 2 dom. 
We know that this Remedy is not faddenly now to be cupett. 
ed, ſo fully as it ſhou d in a Parliamentary Way; not is that 
Trace a may be impoſed on us by our State Rulers, fo 
acceptable to God, as a voluntary Diſcharge of chat Duty 
which Chriſt has laid on us by our Religion; as the Livery of 
his Servants : By this Jouks a Meu Kom #: 10 are = Dae pla 
ſays Chriſt. 
If in every County or Han, oth. Town, or: Union. of 
Pariſhes, wou'd among themſelves, by a juſt or general Con- 
tribution, Erect a ſinall Charizy-Sclwo} (co which Thirty Shil- 
lings per Ann. for every poor Boy wou d be' ſufficient for all 


the Above Purpoſes) it woud anſwer us with all the + 
we 
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we can reaſonably expect. If there were no Providence (as 
the Deiſts wou d have it) that governed the World, yet plain 
Reaſon wou d Evidence this.” It wou d be an Affront to your 
Prudence, to think trat any of you ima ine as T have heard 
many others: Object) that this Work ſhou d be left to the 
Clergy : it were as reaſonable to łhink, none ſhou'd be Chri- 
ſtians but they, and to leave all Juſtice, Honeſty, and Vir- 
we; as welas Charity, ro them only to perform; they will 
undoubredly i Joyn — Patt according to their Fortune. 
Now becauſe ſome muſt begin rhis' for an Example, FI 
hat only one particular Man does will paſs into no Example, 
L hope your on Goodnefs- will move you to begin in this 
Example, by joyning in your own Diſtricts ſeverally, xo i 
Dieſe x Work, hich no. orherChariry caneven Equal. The 
Susceſs of it is ble; nor cou d I believe it my ſelf, 
till IL had Experience of it / by Trial theſe Two Vears paſt. 1 
always meaſured ſuch a Thing by the Schools Lise, When 
we were Boys, being — 2 Intractable, Idle, and Stub. 
born : But Lhave now found by certain; ind ündoubted Ex- 
perienes, chat poor Boys are the moſt Docile, and will gene- 
rally make, by true Education, the beſt Chriſtians probably in 
the Kingdom, ſcarce one of them failing, if taken in time 
entlemem; it wouid / be the. greateſt Hour to you as 
well, as bring the greateſt Bleſſings on your Heads, -to er 10 | 
firſt — ro luck a a Heavenly Work: Vour Examples wou d 
certainly bring in your Neighbourhood; and WhO knows, 
how ſoon it may ſpread all over the King dom I hepe Satan 
has not ſo blinded them all yet, but that cue wil! {te the ine- 
flimable Benefit; and abſalute Neceſſity of it; in our Nation! 
There arc; already, above Four Hundred ſuch Charity. Schools 
in Exgland, as the printed Accounts do ſhew ; and the N um 
ber daily encreaſing. And iti is plain, we have much more 
needats it chan they. I ſhall ſay no more; but if you conſult 
vue Conſciences, your Religion, and your neceſſary Safe- 
ties, in this Land, you cannot diſapprove this. And may 
k God: dire * Hearts * chat . 88 1 Fs fran above; 


2 i | | as 
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4 vou ae already; Wiſes; 2 to . Nhver right 05 | 
fans, and true Patriots to your Connie the Lord grant, that 
wre may tee, and tuo in theſt our Days" the” T, gf that 7 j 


een eee An ee, 2e 
r If _ Your Aﬀe@tionate'and Humble Sertalt. | 
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kr han 1 Joke Genes ens Senceß Tboufing Boys, I ol 
Care (leſt there ſhou d be any Error) to Ext öf the abel Side, 
F computed Eight Pence per Pound of out Coin to be <quiva- 
lent to a Penny an Acre of ouf Land Rent; ſuppeſing that 
but Two Shilhings Six Pence per Rere, one With an other. 
But 1 have ſince computed better, from chee xd Reebrd of the 
whole Survey of Ireland, for which I rely o Bor ER 
 Porycof the' Rebellion of Ireland, wb gives us 4 Schedule there. 
of in the beginning of his Book, by which Ireland is afffrm- 
ed to contain Ten Millions, Eight Hundreil Sixty Ei 2% The 
a Nine Hundred Forty Nine Acres Trifh Plantstfen: Mas. 
urg. Nowa Penny per: Acts; om that Number; wall Main. 
cuil 7 hirty Thouſind One Hundred and Nyrety BO 7 at This 
ty Sbihags each per Aun. But if we confine the Number 76. 
Sixreen Thouſand, it wou d give them above” Two 50 N 
Suren b hillings aud Six*P. + NE a- piece. So that a Hal. 
penhy an Acre wou d ge near doing what 1 e Ape. 
cially with the help of Trades in great Cities, 4 ock, -and-- 
all Perſonal Eſtates. This Weds go near to Jive half the 
Boys double Allowance, ro Diet them; a ſingle Ale wance of 
Whirry Shillings à piece might ſerve che 'other Half, for thi 
eaſons-T fall ſhew dne But to be fire, he walhe oK 
Penny an Acre, or Eight Pence per Pound (which Is her thi 
Equivalent, and won be berker roteckSi upon, as fitting a 
Perſonal Eſtates) wou d Plentifully provide for the SHern 
Thogſand B OTS, with a grenter half of chem in double Al- 
lowance, The Whole te be fub- divided ugeh <aely Provi . 
and County PropoRionabl as was es in wo bor 
— M wr cart 1 
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khis Charity, by a Parliamentary Ceſs (to be at a Certainty 
- from falling again) as ſome worthy Perſons think of, wou'd 
the abler Men's Subſtance, whether in Eſtate, Trade, Tythes 
or Stock; but not upon che poor Ter- Tenants; and none to 
be Ceſſed under Twenty „e a Year clear Income. But 
this Expectation ſhou d not binder our proceeding to lay the 
right Foundation firſt, by our voluntary Charity: For God 
knows, when this Act of Parliament will come; they in Eng- 
aud have no Act of Parliament; and yet theſe ſort of Cha- 
rity-Schools-axe there (inſtead of falling or decaying) running 
on, as the Goſpel did at firſt, with a triumphant Progreſs, to 
Which Soulswre daily added to be ſaved... There will be uſe e- 
nough for a Parliament-Ceſs after, to pick up all the other 
poor Children (which will be far the greater Number) who 
Will lie between che Places of the Schools, more than Two 
Miles from any School. Theſe, if allowed Thirty or Forty 
Shillings a- piece more than the reſt, may be dieted, and pla. 
_ cedin any Town among the reſt; and ſo all our poor Chil- 
dren wou d be provided for through the whole Kingdom. 


3 Thirdly, I am now to give an Account of the Charity- 


Schools already Raiſed, and others in Proſpect, to be ſoon up, 
in Conmught.;. together with the Methods for them, and the 
particular Charge of each Scholag. 3 4 63) roy Fs 
I he firſt School was ſet up at Primroſe- Grange, in the Coun- 
y of S LIGOE, Two Years and a half ago, upon the Eſtate 
of EDWARD NICHOLSON, Clerk; and is maintained 
by him alone; who has alſo built a decent School, or Chapel, 


| for their conſtant Prayers, with a Belfry, Bell, and Seats for 
| 278 5 and Kneeling, and all the Roof Wainſcored orer 
/// ͤ ww... ĩð̈̊ͤ dt IIA 
|  ; The ſecond School was ſet up at Caſlerea, in rhe County 
of ROS COMM ON, about half a Year ago, that is, about 
| Faſter, One Thouſand Seven Hundred aud Twelve, and is main- 
| tained by the Contributions of ſeveral Patrons and Benefa- 
| ors: Of which School, the preſent Miviſter of _ Place, 


3 


z 


1 3 
10h BULLINGBROOXE, Clerk; with Lone Help 
5 from another Miniſter, Maintains the one half. 

The third School was ſet up at 8 LIGOE, 4880 May laft, 
” One Thouſand Seven Hundred 77 Zwelve, and is wholly main- 

tained by the ſole Contributions of the good Lay- Gentlemen, 
Patrons or Benefaftors. _ 

The fourth School was ſet up at Baldwin argin, alias Caſtle- 
Baltes, in the County of S LIGOE, about May laſt, Oye 
| Thouſand Seven Hundred and Twelve, and is maintained half 
of it, by the Landlord of the Town, Doffor HEN RT 
NICHOLSON; the reſt by che Contributions of ſe: 75 
veral Patrons or Benefactors. 

The fifth School is juſt ſet up at Colony, in the County E 
SL IGOE. The Patrons have not all perfected cheir Subſcrip- 
tions. 2 W 

The ſixth School i is ſetting up at Ably: Boyle, in the Coun- 
Za RO SCOM M ON. I he 80 ibſcriptions, are not Ver per- 
fect bn 

The ſeventh School is | likewiſe expedted to be at Achonry, 
in the County of $/jgoe.. 

The eighth School at Gallway;" in the County of! GALE 
„A, which I hope is up already by the Means of the Re- 
verend DOCTOR S 7 AW, his eee Commiffioner in 
that Dzoceſs of IVAM. | . 
But that which ſhou' d base precsdegös of all che reſt, tho 
it happen d not to be the firſt up, (by reaſon of his GRA CE, 
Avocations, on more important Affairs) is the Charity School 
of HOLLYMOUNT, in the Dzoceſs of TVA M, the Place 
of his GRACE, moſt uſual Reſidence, being his own Eſtate, and 
in his own Dzoceſs. This having been ſome time deſigned, gives 
Life and Encouragement to all the reſt, and will be the moſt 
influencing Example, not only to CO NNAUG HT, but 'D: 
hope to the whole X;ngdom, over which his Grace now ſo de- 
ſervedly preſides, joyntly with ſo deſerving a Colleague; un- 
der the nr reer ofs h Ft. of r rn 8 
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chool going to be cle in de Parith 
jy very: ESA, where 
Twenty Four poor Boys will be cloathed, and taught to Read, 
Write, and Caſt Accounts; and afterwards will be ſet out 45 
oat to Trades at the Expence f certain Conibutors, 


There is pa Chari 7 
Gp Caſtel #4 in the C 


ubſcriptions being already made to this P c | 
There are likewile ſeveral other Charity Schools Gn expect- 18 
n all Which, when they are up, I incend to Publiſh ; with 

the Names of all the Benefadgrs both of them, and of che reſſ 
above: mentioned, if I obtain their Leave. Ia the mean time, 
| 3 am called upon often for this Account, I muſt let 

theſe paſs, for a 755 of that trus Charity which God is 


F ney ting into the Hearts of many; and which hape od 


it Will yer ſpread far and wide through this Nation: = 
| The Method of of the Schools is thus, each School contains 
Der Nun BOTS; the Subſeriptions for each are bur THrty 
as arpicce per Ans, They are Chad wich whice Cut 
| Peſt, and Britches, and black Cloath Coat and Cap. 
| N Months; White Stocftius and $hoes-every Four) gnths. 
: have Bands, Gloves, Shoe-Buckles and Garters given 
1 All their Bool and Paper are Bought for them. They 
are taken i in from between Seven or Bight, to Thirteen of For 
B 58 Vears Old, ar Sixteen | they! are fer Appronrices witb 
| Three Pound a- piece Portion. Three go out every Lear; b 
| Of the are all out in Eighe Tears; and One is taken, im- 
| med! Fas to in, fox every One that. . n and thus cha 
Number is ſtill kept Coal, r no noh A 
| _ .,-Noxe, That each School, at the: above: Atlovwatice @fibbs - 
x 3 25 Shillings 2 BOT, can conſiſt of neicher more nor leis 
3 Tweney Four: Boys. "They cannot be leſs:; becaufe:they 
| can give but Hue Shillings a-picce to the School: Maſter | per Auu. 
FChich being but Sie Pound a Year): is the Jeaft he can ſpend 
his Timeo for. More they / cannot be; becauſe, then, che 
Durga would not be put out in the Eighth: Wear at Sivteen 
Teen 42 Rod there enn he but Three Portion dievery Vear; 
and that i is che Eighth Part of Twenty Four; that 82 all 70 be 
nulT | EIN, 2 


me 3 


1 


made Thirty Tno, then Four may be Portioned every Vear: 
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et if the whole Number cou d be 


For ſtopping Y early Seven Shillings Six Pence a-piece from 


Eight Boys, makes up a Portion for one Boy. This, with the 


Maſter s Crown, is Twelve Shillings Six Pence; and the re- 


maining Seventeen Shillings Six Pence does all the reſt. Now 


it's true, if Four Boys be Portion d every Year, then Thirty 


Two Boys may be ſer off in the Eight Mears; and ſo alſo the 
Maſter will have Eight Pound a Year for his Salary, which is 
indeed the b 57484; 


beſt-way in populous Towns or Cities. » 
As to the Method for Teaching, they are taught Reading. 


Writing. and Arithmeticſ perfectly. Their Maſters read ſhort 
Prayers to them Twice every Day, with the Reading Pſalms; 


and. they read all the Reſponſes, in every Part, as the Clerts 
do in the CHURCH. They Sing a PSALM at every 


Prayer time, which they perform Wonderſully well. They || 
come duly to-Gharch, in Order, every SCN DAI They ger 


by Heart, beſides the Church Catechiſm, ſeveral other inſtru- 


ctive Books, as the Miniſter s Diſcretion may direct them. a- 
mong which are, the Preface of the Whole Duty of Man, and the 
Chriſtian Monitor, &c. Their Morals are chiefly” taken Care 


of; and that they be duly Carrected for every ill Fault of the 
Tongue, or other Miſdemeanors. I have found, by Experi- 


ence, that they ſhon take to a great Devotion, and good Be- 
haviour, Del panty ee. YO ot: 


We frſt choſe poor Orphans to this School: - Secondly thoſe, 


who though they haye Fathers, they are not able to beſtow a 


Pen on their School ing or Cloathing. And then, what Vacan- 


cies/ are left, after the poor Children of Proteſtants are taken 


in, we fill with poor Children of Papiſts. Poor Children can- 


not be wanting in any Place, for Two Miles round, at which 


diſtance a they may come in the Morning after Breakf. aſt, and , "il 


o Home at Night to Supper. The Pooreſt of them have 
{phos that give them a little Food and a Shirt; but are not 
able to School, or Cloath them; but keep them Ragged, in 
Idleneſs, Barefooted and Barelegg d, to depend on Thieving 
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in the Night, and Sleeping in che Day. As for 
ramble a Begging, we take none of them : They are but few ; 
and wou'd be fewer, if this Method took. Such as thoſe, 
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Stroulers, that 


might eaſily be once Clad, and ſet an Ship-Board, they wou d 
make good Sea-Men. The Under -Tenants are generally ſo 


Poor, in this Kingdom, chat even the half of the Proreſtants 


Children are in like want with thoſe' of the Papiſts. And I 
find chat half of my Twenty Four Boys, being Papiſts Chil- 


dren, they have already brought more than the like Number 
of their Parents and Friends to Church. For which Reaſon 


* 


have hindered ſeveral that moved for Admittanee, dyxiing 
their Friends, the Children were to be Franſported 


after a 
while; ſo that I was forced to offer a Thouſand Pound Bond, 


that none ſhon'd be Tranſported from theſe Schools. But it's 


wou d put a greater ſtop to the Growth of Popery, than all 


the Acts of Parliament hitherto have done: For they ſtill ſup- 


ply their Maſ5-Houſes, even out of the poor, ignorant and 


debauched Children of the Proteſtants: And thoſe are perhaps 


the greater Number of our Children; who muſt needs turn to 


them for want of both Education and Livelihood : For as their 
Writers ſay ({gnorautia mater de votionis) that Ignorance is the 
Mother of their Devotion; ſo Poverty and Thieving are, in 


our Country, the Nurſe of it. The Boys that we Educate, tho 


even the Children of Papifts, being fer to Proteſtant Maſters, 


their Intereſt will never lie toward Popery any more. 


. 


I know ſome of the Benefactors in fome of the Schools al- 
ready up, who not being able ro Maintain one Boy, have joyn- 
ec wich a Neighbour of like Ability, for half a Boy a- piece, 


and fend in One between them. Each Subſcriber chuſes the 


Boy he Subſcribes for. Sueli Superſcription is but during Plea- 
.  fure, and binds no Body longer then he finds he can Spare it. 
Vet I am Confident, When they arc once up, God will not, 

probably, ſuffer them to fall again; but may ſtir up the Heart 


of ſome others to ſupply the Place of him that fails. Till 
5 „ | „ that 


(a 


that hapf pens, the 
divide 0 mal a Failure between them e V. 
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The Form of Subſcriprion here follows. 5 


rue, than an early and pious Education of Tourh: And where- 


as many poor People are deſirous of having their Children 
taughr, but are nor able to afford them a CB bias and uſeful 


Education : We, whoſe Names are Under - Written, do hereby 


agree to pay Yearly, at Two equal Payments (during Plea- * 


fure) the ſeveral and reſpective Sums of Money over againſt 


our Names. reſpectively ITT, for ſerting up a Charity- 


School i in i the _ 0 —— —and Town Of ——-— 


— — nd County of . — for N 


ing poor 9 w Read, Wrice, "a Caſt Accounts, and In- 


ſtructing them in the Knowledge and Practice of the Chriſtian. 


Religion, as profeſſed and taught in the Church of ENGLAND, 
and for their learning fuch other Things as are ſuitable to cheir 


Condition and Capacity * is to N „ 


N AB. da Subfcribe for: —— poor wo 
| at the Rate of NY Sr x per Atm each, the > 
Sum of— —— TIT: Adv.. py | 
4 . B. : 


— — 
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under another, writing each the Two laſt Lines as above. 


I muſt here obviate one Objection, which I have heard from 


ſeveral” good People, which is this That in many Places 
we have but a bad Miniſtry: That in ſuch Places the Chil- 


dren are not likely to come ro ſuch. Perfection, in their Mo; | 


; rals, as is anal 


other Benefactors may, in the mean while 


f Hereas Wirbel ag Debauchery are 8 o . 
ing to a groſs Tgnorance of the Chriſtian Religion 
(eſpecially among the poorer Sort) and whereas nothing is 
more likely to promote rhe Practice of Chriſtianity and Vir- 
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Al 1 e Subſcribers, may - Subſcribe is ro one N ons 
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Iꝙ᷑0 his I Anſwer, That I hope thofages are not ſo ma- 
mp as is thought ; but how, many eit be, there is no 

Miniſter ſo bad, but the Children may be taught their Cate- 
chiſm, and con other good inſtructive Things, as above men- 
tioned. That Matter (if the Miniſter will not heed it) be- 
longs to the Care of che School. Maſter, who ſhou d be pur in 
or out Ae the BISHOP's Conſent). by the Major. Vote 
of the. Subſcribers, as their Allowances make the. Majority of 
the School-Maintenance. And when founded on an Act of 


| PARLIAMENT, then by the Zruſtees and Overſeers in 
dach Baropy, who ſhou d preſent the Maſter to the BIS HO 


for his ELicenſe, Which ſhou'd be given without Fees, and al- 
tered at Pleaſure: So that the School-Maſters will certainly be 
kept to their good Behaviour, and when the Children can read 
the BIB LE well (whereof every one will have one at going 
off ) they will, there, ſoon learn their own Duty; and the 
Seed ſown in their Schoo/zyg, will ſpring up, ſometime. or other, 
more than can be eaſily believed. Beſides going out to Trades, 
"Ge. may change their Abodes to, perhaps, a better Miniſtry. 
So that this ObjeQion is of no force to hinder the Succeſs of 
Another Objection alſo I muſt ſpeak a Word to, (vix. ) that 
Trades wou'd not be found (as ſome think) for ſuch a Num- 


ber of Boys as Two Thouſand Yearly put ont. To this I An- 


ſwer, Trades wou d much encreaſe with them: The Schools 
themſelyes vo d maintain (as I ſhall ſhew before I have done) 
| Tome 7houſands of Trades-Men ; and ſome, among themſelves, 
might be fit to teach ſuch Schools. Many (they all having 
Aritbmetict) might be fit for Navigation. Gentlemen might 
be ſupplied with honeſt Servants, out of them, inſtead of ſuch 
Wicked debauched, and knaviſh Touths as they are often trou- 
bled with. And if any of them turned Farmers, or took to 
aauy other Occupation, they haye Three Pound in hand to be- 
gin their Stock with. In ſhort, when they are ſo ſoberly and 
| virtuouſly Educated, throw them any way, as tis ſaid of a 
Ca, they Il light on their Feet. And ſure they will, in any 
F . 1 ; 5 


1 4 99 


Condition, the loweſt that can af ON to them, be much ber: 
ter Subjects, both to Church and State, than if left without 
Education, and without any Portion;- at all. Either the Mini- 
ſter of the Place, or ſome other good Chriſ ian, willing to take 
the trouble to keep the Accounts, may receive all the Sub- 
ſeriptions, and be accountable for the Managing of it to the 
beſt Advantage. That Thirty Shillings a- piece, for each BOT, 
will be ſufficient, far all the aforeſaid Purpoſes, is demonſtre- 
ted by the following Accounts. 2 
The Accounts of one widdling Bey of about 7 wenns Ie ears 
Old. And Note, how much the bigger Hh take niore;/ſ0! 


much the ſmaller Boys take Jels: 449035 5 
S 55 "23389 No 9. 5 

Four Vards of ordinary 4 aol Nang half 12111 0216 
Yard broad, colour d Black at Ten Pence per Vard, C0 7. 1 
make the out Coat and Cap, with Buttons of the ſame. ) 


Three Yards of white Country Market Cloath, ) 
half Yard broad, at Seven Pence per Yard, make c o 1 8 
the Veſt and Britches, with Buttons of the ſame. 

Taylors Work One Shiſting and Three Pence, Wan Los 


vas and Thread Tow Pence, in all! — y 2 
One Pair of Halfhanded Gloves. > © 2 
c : 8 1 2 J — H real. 0 8 8 ; 

ILY (EF nr pact þ & 369 3 TITAN 8 SH — — 
T his ſerves Bight Months, in all — of 5 6 8 
"© "MP other Four Months is half of that ——— 456 4 0 ps 4 


x *q 


% 1 8 Total Cloarhing by the Years is, 2 K > 10 v3 


Three pie of ale in the Year at One Shilues 0 3 
and a Penny a Pair 9 2 6 3 | 
Three Pair of Stockings, the Wool: at Fine Pence). 
th Pair, and their Friends will. Spin and Knit = 0 1 3 
them. 0 | Jig 


2 0 
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(das:) 
i nod; 07. nqqad ng 38:12 No 
„Two Bards Fout E 

ters Two Pence, in l 7G 2 nem 3 Kii 
d Bocks and Paper, pan. 1291110 £4 — TROVE SIT 41: 36 
_ <:'The Portioning 0 Three Boys ö every X cat, e 
Theee Pound à piece, which is Nine Pound, is made ( 
up hy ſtopping Seven Shillings and Six Pence from |. 
each Boy out of his Thirty Sbiing u.. to 
For the Wages df à Stewart, Who goes abou rf 
Colouring it, and where there is not much of that 
th do; as in greater Towns, he may be obliged to 
attend theit mode. noted Procellions to Church, or o x * 3 
in Order and Rank, while their Masser leads be:. 
fore them: He alſo may be a Monitor-morum, ' or- 
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ore, The Black Coat muſt be but Knee deep, and no Ga- 
mering or Pieats in the Side; but be cut ſtrait down, and not 
tee Wide. Alſo the Veſt muſt be but a ſhort Waſte-Coat; 
etherwiſe the ſtated Proportion of Cloath will not do, which 
I ſtill found to do, in my School, and in other Schools alrea- 
dy up. The Cap takes half a Yard, and is made round with 
a narrow. Brim, fomewhar like an Tadergraduate's Cap in the 
"COLLEGE, but warmer and cloſer to the Head. The Cap 
need not be made with every Suit: For one Cap will ſerve Two 
Suits ; ſo that Four Yards and a Quarter of Black Cloath ma 
be allowed; when the Cap is to be made, and Three Yards 
and Three Quarcers the next time, without the Cap, that is, 
Eight Yards between both times, which is one with another 
| Four Yards a time, as is above reckoned. © 


— 
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Some may think this too Scanty an Allowance, they max 
mend it if they Pleaſe, where they find People willing: So 
they do not thereby abridge, or diminifh the propoſed Num- 
ber of Schools: For I think our pompous Charities and mag- 
nificent Buildings, that leave ſuch Charity as this undone, are 
great Errors. The Education of Boys in Chriſtian Knowledge, 
and then ſetting them out with a little Portion, to work for 
their Living, is the chief and only neceffary. Thing. The 
poor Children, who were uſed to Nakedneſs and Cold, will 
be highly encouraged with thus much Cloathing. And per- 
haps more wou d but nurſe Pride, and mar their native Hu- 
mility. Our # 7NG DOM is but Poor, and the Pooreſt of it 
can be maintain d but Poorly : Tis no matter how Poorly, 1a 
it fuffice ro ſupport their Life, and give them Inſtruction in 
Chriſtian Anowledge, with Schooling and Portions to live by here- 
after. I muſt yer further offer that there wou d, perhaps, be 
no need of giving any of the Boys double Allowance, as be- 
fore was ſpoken of: For Schools might be placed in any part 
of the Country: where the Boys do Live, tho no Town be 
there. Becaufe no Boys will be fit to ſet out the very firſt 
| Year, the Nine Pound Portions for that Year, may build 
them a School-Houſe. Care muſt be taken to ler the Three, 
youngeſt Boys be but Seven Tear Old: Becaufe twill be Nine 
Yeats before it cometh to their Turns to go out. By thus doing, 
the value of a Half- penny an Acre, on the Land Rent, or. 
what is Equivalent, Four Pence per Pound (which is but a Six- 
tieth * will do the Work: Who wou'd be-grudge that ? 
The whole Number of Acres 1s Zen Millious Eight Hun- 
dred Sixty Eight Thouſand Nine Hundred Forty Nine ACRES « 
So many Half-pence wou d be, in all. Twenty Two Thou- 
ſand Six Hundred Forty Three POUNDS Twelve SHILLINGS 
and Ten PENCE. Twenty Four Thouſand POUNDS wou d give 
Sixteen Thouſand BOYS Thirty Shillings a-piece. So there 
wants but One Thouſand Three Hundred Fifty Six POUND Se- 
ven SHILLINGS and Two PENCE, which is but the Mainte- 
nance of Nine Hundred and Four BOTS. How eaſily may that 


* 
o 


T 
be divided between Trades, Employments, Stock and Tythe: 


It wou'd not come, in all likelihood, to Two Pence per Pound 


on thoſe, tho you excluded all who were under Twenty Pound 
1 T e 
I ſhall hint at one little Argument more, to recommend this 
Deſign, which is ſo very eaſy to the Publick, (which may 
perhaps go deeper with ſome, than the bare Obligations to 
Charity, tho even to the Charitable alſo, it may be a good 
further Motive,) v2z. the great Good this will do, even, to our 
Manufafturies and Trade. There will be thus conſumed, b 
the Number of Schools propoſed, at leaſt 7 wo Thouſand Pound 


worth of our LEATHER Yearly and Six Thouſand Pound 
worth of our COUN7RY CLOATH; and One Thouſand 


Two Hundred Pound in BOOXS; and all the whole Money 


circulate within our ſelves. There wou'd be alſo a multitude 
of poor Families, beſides the Scholars, put into a conſtant way 


to Liye by this: For the Schools, at Twenty Four Boys each, 
wou d make Six Hundred Sixty Seven SCHOOLS. Now e- 
very School wou d maintain Four Families, that is, a Shoe-, 


Maker, a Taylor, a School-Maſter, and a Steward; which wou'd. 


be Two Thouſand Six Hundred Sixty Eight poor Families. T 


I Know the Shoe-Makers and Taylors, of thoſe Schools al- 
ready up, who cou d ſcarce get Bread to Live by, but as meer 

Beggars, till they got this Work; which being a Yearly Cer- 
tainty, it helps them to Live tolerably well, by employing. 
their yacant Time, when they have not other Work. So that 
this will be one great Advantage alſo to the Nation, 


3 Fourthly, A ſhall now Conelude, b 48 | I pro miſe d, with Her 
Sacred Majefties moſt Gracious Letter. 
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7, 0 the maſk Reverend Father in God, Our Rz gh Truty-and 8 
ed Charcvllor, Thomas Lal Aube #3 
nter ury, Primdte: of all Eng and Metropolis 
ASM) V H oH-20 N Ii 25 ng 9 
OS 8 : in God, | I 
and Right Entirely Beibsed Cage WC } 
Fou well: Alcho from rhe Beginning four eignßß | 
5 kack en to Employ'th&Authoviry piven | 
Almighty God, in Maintaining che Purity and Ben ö 
of His Holy. Religion; and in Repreſſing all ſuch Do@rines | 


and Practices as ate contrary thereunto; yet, to Out enceed.. 
ing Grief, We have underſtood, not nid at 1 


= 


7 


Corruption of Manners, and a Negle 
cipline, have of late greatſy provailed/in this Oat 
but alfo, that uncommon Induſtry hath been uſed by Men 11 | 
yerſe to all Religion and Goodneſs, and, as We have i 
to believe, III. a q towards Our Sate, 
and Spreading ſuch Princo x i 
ſtian Faith, co-Overthrow-all Vertue and Order among Men, 


to Diflolve the Bands of Civil G 


/ paring them, as ſooh as they. 


{f 50 


Mherefore Out Will and Pleaſure i is, and We do by theſe 


Letters ſtrictl y Charge and Require you, as you will Anfwer 
it to 5 om both we and you are to be Judged, That 
vod be Aſſiſting to Us, in putting a timeiy Stop to che further 
Growth of Infidelity and Aj, coprenrl and in Promoting and 
«Encouraging Piety.among jects, by ſuch Means as 
vou 1 _ Abe 7 8 moſſ E nal der theſs Purpoſes, and 
| ty by Erforcing,as far as in you lies, a due Obſer- 
ws parright = all by by. uch Ectleſiaſtical Laws and Canons as have been 
- hitherto provided fot the Well governing of the Church, and 
the Furtherance of Godly Living. 
To this End, We do likewiſe Enioyn and 
Exhort the Ad | Die 
theif Flocks, to 


Requ u⁰ 
A your Dioceſe to grant a; Sexy 
Eitomplary i in their Lives, to frame their 
People upon ſuch Subjects as tend 
moſt to Ediſication and particularly to be very careful and 
© eonſtantiniCatethifing thoſe of che younger Sort, and in pre- 
come to a fit Age, 107 0 nfirma- 
tion, and the worthy Receiving of the Holy Communion : 
And if any of the Clergy under your Care ſhall be found Neg- 
gent and Remiſs in Difchar ging theſe or any other Duties of 
their Sacred Calliag, or mall. by a diſorderly Converſation, 
dr by any Behavibur unbecoming their Holy Function leſſen 
- the &s of their Miniltry.; We Command, Thac: by 
e Admonition, Cenſure, or;otherwiſe, as the Caſe ſhall deſerve, 
ou endeavour to Reform all ſuch Neglects and Abuſes, ind 
that means Repre s the Scandal and Miſchief which. the 
Church of God — ſuffer thereby. . | 
And 3 as the Piops : Talfuckion and: Educa nion of 
© Children, is the ſuteſt way of preſerving and propagating the 
 Kowledge' and Practice of true Religion; it hath been very 
K to Us to hear, that for the Attaining theſe good 
Ends, many Charity Schoels are now Erected throughout this 
Kingdom, - y the liberal Contributions of Our good Subjects; 
Me do therefore earneſtly Recommend it eo you, by all pro- 


Me ad to ene and Promote fo Excellent a Work, 
2 ö and | 


C 2 


„„ 


() 


and to Countenance and Aſſiſt the Perſons Prigeip pally concern a | 


in it, as ray. ſhall always be ſure of Our Protection and Fa- 4 


vour. 


We hope, And we expect i it from you, Thar 3 as 3 as you 


are required thereunto by Law, and ate not let and hindered 
by ſome juſt and reaſonable Cauſe, you will Viſit your Dio- 
ceſe in Perſon; by which means you will be more fully and 
_ certainly Informed of all ſuch Matters belonging to your 
Charge, as may want your Direction and Redreſs, or may be 
fit for Our Royal Cognizance and Interpoſition, if need hall 
ſo require: And We Will, That at all Times, as well as at 


your uſual Viſitations, you lay hold of all Opportunities to 


Confirm ſuch as are duly qualified. 

Me do moreover think proper to Recommend to you, Thar 

| before the next Sitting of Convocation, - you would carefully 

Conſider what Defects there are in the preſent Diſcipline of the 

Church, and what further Proviſion may be requiſite towards 
removing them, that when the Convocation Aſſembles, ſuch 


Orders and Conſtitutions, as are wanting, may, upon due 


Deliberation, be Prepared and Laid before Us by Our Con- 


. 
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ſent; which We ſhall always readily Impart to whatever We 


| ſhall Judge may Conduce to the Honour of God, the Advance- 
ment of True Religion, and the Welfare of the. .Eftabliſh'd | 
Church: Theſe being the great Ends which We have molt ar | 
Heart, and by the Promoting of which We chiefly Promiſe | 


Our ſelves the Bleſſing of God upon Us and Our People. 
Our Will is, That you forthwith Tranſmit Copies of theſe 


| Our Letters to all the Suffragans of your Province: And fo | 


not Doubting of your and their Dutiful and Ready Concur- 


rence with Us in theſe * 8 en We vie. NOS years | 


tily Farewel. 


Given at Our cab f Windfor, the Twentieth Day 7 
Auguſt, 1711, in the 7. enth Tear of Our Reign, 


By Her Mayes: Command, 


DARTMO THE. 


This 


This Letter being only for agli, what might we expect 
- from. 1o Pious a Sovereign, if Her MAJ EST W ke the 
| utmoſt Extremity of the Condition of Her poor Subjects Chats 
A . h ² ˙Ä—A Dong nog dT 
I know not how it is poſſible for any Cbriſt ian, pres 
tend to Love Chriſt, to Love him at all in Earneſt, unleſs 
they Love his Body, (his Myſtical Body,) which is made up 
chiefly, of his poor Chriſtiaus, wir are far, in Number, more 
than che rĩicher Ones And thoſe, who are Innocent of them, 
| haye the trueſt Claim to him, and are the trueſt Examples of 
his Humility, and lowlineſs, and voidneſs of Intereſt in this 
World, and the Mammon of it. Can we ſay we Love Chriſt, 
and Love not them? And can we Loye them witſiout relie-- 
ing them, ar {caſt with a Few:/b Meaſure of Aim? 
The greateſt (and only) Obiection we have, againſt moſt 
of choſe who wou d appear Objects for our Alms, is that 
we, know not but that they are Naughty, Cheats, Rogues, 
Thieves, or drunken debauched Hretches: But we ſcape ali! 1 
this Danger by fixing on the poor Children: We are ſure of rheit © 
Ianoxence, if we thus Relieve them in time. How can an 
Chriſtian Heart behold ſuch Number of Chriſt's poor inno- 
cent Children (as may be met with in all Places of this Land, 
Where we are Subjects, and where we are Io Plentifully pro- 
vided for} and {te chem Naked, Cold, Starving and Un- 


% 7 


taught ; not only, as Sheep without a Shepherd, but as Lambs 
ig the Wolf s Mouth? Can any Chriſtian Heart, I ſay, be- 
bold theſe lamentable Spectacles, daily, without melting into 
the Bowcls of Compaſſion, and Striving to give ſome Help? 
Thar Heart which can harden it ſelf againſt this Sight, Cbriſt 
qwellech not in it. How dwelleth the Love of God in him? 
Fle that Jhutteth up his Bowels of Compaſſion from thefe, hou 
| dweYetk the Lowe of God in him, 1 John 3. 17. if we will, e- 
ven, in the Bowels of our own Nation, in our own Precinds, 
ſee o. many Innocents periſh for lack of Knowledge, which 
we cou d ſo eaſily remedy, how can we ever hope to ſee any 
Good 2 Or why ſhou d we have Eyes at all! 


T4 is. & 


In 


Wis 1s 


In ſhort, if we do not, ſome way, provide for the Inſtruction; 
and Livelihood of the poor Children of TREL AND, but 


force them to turn Thieves; if we will not have ſo much ya- 


lue for the ſafety of our eſtabliſhed: Conſtitution, both in 


CHURCH and STATE, and which is worſe, if we will 
not have ſo much regard to our S AY TOU R's Precepts, as to 


lay up (at leaſt) ſo much of our Treaſure in Heaven, as woud 
give ſome Safety to the reſt we have here on Earth (that ſuch 
Multitudes of Thieves, as theſe woud be, may not break © 
through-and Steal ;) and in one Word, if all the Commands of 


| Scripture, will not move us to ſo ſmall,” and fo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary a CHARITT as this, I have no more to ſay ro it; 
but one dreadful Prognoſtick (which T am Poſitive in) from 


our Saviour's own Admonition, in the very laſt Words of his 


SERMON on the Mount, Matth. 7. 27. That we are but 


building our Houſe on the Sand, and in a little time more it will 


fall, and great will be the fall of it. The Lord prevent it by 
granting us to ſee, and know, and do in theſe out Days, the 
Things that belong to our Peace. Ft 


I have now but a Word of Requeſt, which I humbly offer 


to my Brethren of the CLERGT, who are the Miniſters of 
all the Pariſbes in this KINGDOM © © © 


Reverend Brethren, 


1 Am farisfied I need ſay but little to you, who know better 


Things than Ican tell you; the Lord make every one of us 
as willing as knowing, which I fear ſome are not; butT hopethoſe 


are few. I hope none will count this a Preſumption in me, who 


am now in the Seventieth Year of my Age, to give my dying 


Advice to thoſe that are to Survive me on this Earthly Stage; 


that they wou d Act with Zeal, and not with Indifferency, 
that Part which God has call'd them to. My dear Brethren 
you, who in your ſeveral Places reſpectively, are intruſte 


with the Care of the SOUL of all thoſe poor LAMBS | 
of Chriſt, which J here Plead for; and yet cannot diſcharge |} 
that Duty, unleſs their Neighbours will enable their Bodies to 


P 


attend 
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attend your Inſtruction :- For the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his ſake | 


uſe your utmoſt Int̃ereſt and Endeavours to preſs this Charity 
to all thoſe, who are able, in your Cares. There are none, 


who have Twenry Pound a Year to Live on, but may Con- 
tribute ſomerhing ; and if a School cannot be fer up in your 
own Cures, joyn with your Nezghbour Cures : Tis as accepta- 


ble ro GOD wherever the Thing be done. Let us not eaſily 
take common Excufes, or unchriſtian Denials. Let us Preach 
inceſſantly this Duty of Charity; till we make them know, 
that without it they are no Chriſtians, nor have any true 
ground to look for Acceptance with Chriſt, at the laſt Day. 
Now when the poor innocent helpleſs Children of Chriſt are 
grown ſo Numerous, and Swarming daily, more and more, 
now or never we ſhou d look to it, and Poſtpone all other 


| Charities to this: For what elſe in the World can be fo neceſ- 
* Giry 2 So ſmall a Matter will do this, as wou d be very little, 


or no hinderance to any other Charity, or honeſt Deſign what 


| focver. Our Families will Profper the better; he that does 


not believe that, believes no Providence nor Scripture, and is 


% 


tictle better than an ATHEIST, or DEISTF, whatever he 


pretends. Even a Dcift might ſee, that neither he nor his Fa- 


mily can Proſper, if the Nation in general fall ro Deſtruction, 


| we ſhall be acceptable to God, and approved of Men. 


ONES "br ing ® 


But I only beg for the Lord's fake, that ye will ſupport and 


or be Improſperous ; which it muſt, if every one (that has as 
much reaſon to ſave his Money, and to deny Charity as he has) | 
wou d refuſe this Duty, as he does. Let us at laſt, if nothing 


elſe wilt do, mark that Man, ſo that all the World may ſee. 


and know him, who ts fo defperate a Mammoniſt, that neither 


the Safety of his Country, nor Chriſtian Bowels will prevail 
on him to follow the Inſtruction, or Example of Chriſfs Mi. 
»ifters, in behalf of God's poor Chriſtiau Children. Let us be 


reſolute in this, and not fear what Mar can do unto us: For by 


chus doing our Duty, and contributing our own Proportion, 


- 


Far be it from me, that I ſhould (which I know ſome Scof. 
fers will be apt to ſay ) take upon me to Tutor my Betters. 


am. 


on — — 


aſſiſt 
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_ afiftmy poor Endeavours in this R dar 


currence, I know it can ſignify nothing. It depends, under 
God, upon your helping Hands, when our Superiors, rhe Mo/ 
Reverend,” and Right Reverend BIS HOPS, ſhall thin K fit, 


and pleaſe to Encourage you in it: Which T am fure chey 
or had known (what T have here demonſtrated) how ſmall a 
Thing will do it. The Lord grant the Succeſs of it, for 
his Mercy Sake. e es Lo 


wou d have long ſince done, if they had 55 it feaſible, : 


15 


ommendation of theſe | 
Charity- Schools to the N ATION: For without your Con- 


DENT BEST ©onm mn hg td lens 4 4 1 > | ** oF; c ; 77 484 $6 _ TH} 09 * r | 
Ince the Printing the former Sheets, we have receiv'd an 


Account of a Chariry-Schoot, which was founded” ac 


WATERFORD, by the Right Reverend Dr. Nathaniel Foy, late 


Lord Biſhop of tliat C77T ; where there is now a School built, 


and by his Will Fifty poor Children are to be taught Reading, 


Writing and Avithmerick. There is an' Allowance of Forty 


Pound per Ann. to the School. Maſter, and Ten Pound ro a Ca. 
techiſt. The Salary of each, and the Number of the Boys, are 


# 


to increaſe in Proportion as the Fund (part of which is in Re- 


verſion) comes into the Hands of the TN ERG. It's thought 
che whole Fund, for this Uſe, will amount to, between, Four and 
Five Thouſand Pounds Beſides this, he left above Five Hun- 


dred Pounds for 1 Peng ſome of the Children of this School, 


— 
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Apprentices, to Maſters. of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
2 D550 2-5 evo Tulle 056 142 3130 8 þ 48; Der 
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| printed by S. Powel. 


FY FOE a, 8 


3 0 0 * 8 Publiſhed b the ſame abe, 


A laet beth} the Soul and the Body, concerning the ſs and 
future State: Shewing how different the general Practice of Religion 
now is from that of the firſt Chriſtians. * London pr inted by J. Downing, 


far Richard Smitbt. 


An Anſwer to Mr. Alcill's Bock, " about his Tranſlation to Heaven without 

Death, Se. upon occaſion of which, the true Nature of Saving Faith, the true 

Goſpel Repentance, and the Soul's Immortality (all by him Ignorantly abuſed, 

and too often by many others) are plainly ſtated and clear'd. Dublin printed. - 
A ſhort View of the Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. Dublin printed. 
A Rep! y to — 277 S Anſwer to the thorr View of Tranſubſtantiation. Dublin 5 

I. Powell. | | 

A Brief Reply to N. C's modeſt d true Account, Ge. FX far as concerns his 


Haber to Archbiſhop TiZozſor's Diſcourſe againſt Trinſubſtantistion. Dublin 
printed by A. Rbamer. 


The Popith falſe Notio Gi of the Catholick Church; with a ſhort Account * the 


| dangerous 1 1 — treaſonable Deſigns and Practices of Popery. Dublin 
| printed: b Procas. © 
Some Brick Remarks on the Sobtilty and craft of the We Wherein moſt | 


of ore fraudulent Devices are laid open: Dublin printed John Ware. © 
An Anſwer to 4 Popiſh Bock of J. S. call'd a Treatiſe plainly ſhe wing the only 


Religion, c. Dublin printed by A4. Rhames. 
An Anſwer to Irwin mac Culagh s Popiſh Net for the Fiſhers of Men. Dublin 


aft | Popery.”. b dublin printed by 


A Catechiſm compoſed as an 40e "4 
$. Powel.. - 


IR& School atcchifa For the Charity Sch olars, to read after they have Leart'd 


the Church Catechiſm, with the Ad ition/of Youths Poems. Dublin printed by 


S. Dowel. The 2d Edition. 3 


A Day's Preparation for the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's. Supper; fitted for 
the plaineſt Capacities of thoſe that have leaſt Time, of all, to attend Sacred Du- 
ties: With Directions and Prayers, before, at, and after Receiving. The 2d Edi- 
tion. Dublin printed by S. Powel. 

A large Sermon for the Practice of Charity in 5 Dublin printed by 


? S. Powel. 


The Death-Bed Repentance fully conſider'd, proving that no meer Death-Bed- 
nce can be Effectual for wicked Chriſtians, but only to leſſen their Dam- 


nation: And fully anſw ering all Objections hitherto met with. Dublin printed by 
A Rhames. 


A Conference between Two Friends, a Calviniſt nd Church of England-Man, | 


about Predeſtination, Dublin printed by S. Powel. 
Short Notes on Dr. Edward's long Book of, Veritas Redux. Dublin printed by A. 


> Rhames. 


An Anſwer to the Apology of Mr. Saw: Henry, (who Kiles himſelf ) Diſſenting 
Mini ſter at Sligo. Dublin printed by A. Rhames, 
'A Method of Charity-Schools, recommended for giving a Religious Education, i 


— SITES 


———— — 


3 aL d ay of of Livelibood to the yore — in Feland, &c. Dublin printed by A. 


Y 
— 


Have thought fir to add this little Remark concerning the 
-B Subſcriters.to the Charity Schools: That whereas 1 find 
— ſeveral do chuſe Boys, for Favour or Affection, among 
their own Dependants, who are not near ſo great Objects of 
Charity, as many others whom they Neglect and Refuſe: It 

ſhou d, therefore, be a Rule that the Excellency of Votgs of 
Sulſcribers (according as their Subſcriptions make the Majo- 
rity of the School Maintenance) ſhou d Reject ſuch as they 
think not ſo proper Objects of Charity, and order that the 
ſaid PATRON, who chuſes ſuch, ſhou d chuſe again, amongſt 
thoſe that are fit Objects; or otherwiſe if he do nor, that they 
And alſo it wou d be well, if in DUBLIN or great CITTES, | 
they made each School Thirty Two BOTS; and each SAbſcriber 
to give the rate of Forty Shillings a Boy, which is but propor- 
tionable to Thirty Shillings in the Country, and then each Boy, 
may give the Maſter Eight Shillings a Year. And ſome of the” 
Charitable Benefactors, or the Miniſter of the Place, may ſave ; 


— 


' - SS 8 : 


the Charges of Steward: So that each Boy may give Four or 
Five Half-Crowns towards their Portions inſtead of the Seven 
Shillings and Six-pence Weh in the other Scheme for the 
Country: And ſo there wou d, therefore, be Four Boys ſet out 
every Year at Four or Five Pound a- piece Portion: For every 
Flalf Croun makes a Pound Portion. Then at the higheſt Por- 
tion of Five Pound each, there wou d afterward be left to each 
Boy Three Shillings and Nine: pence more than in the Country: 
Scheme to be added to their Cloathing and Shooing per Annum, 
which I think wou'd then be ſufficient. — 
And I am perſwaded (where the Circumſtances. of the rex 
ſpective Places will afford it) to chuſe at leaſt half the Numbers 
of each School among ſuch Children as are of POPESH Pas! 
rents, wou'd turn to the beſt Account for the main Deſign 
this moſt Excellent Charity. EN ad OO 
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